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ON THEIR OWN, A HANDBOOK OF INDEPENDENT STUDY.

BY- GLATTHORN, ALLAN A.  AND OTHERS
" ABINGTON. TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT, PA.
: ' ) FUB DATE

ECRS PRICE MF-$0.18 HC-$3.52 88p. '
‘DESCRIPTORS~ SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, *HIGH SCHOOLS, *INDEFENCENT
STUDY; CURRICULUM, REMEDIAL INSTRUCTION, GUIDANCE COUNSELING,
PROGRAM EVALUATION, SCHEDULE MODULES, SUFERVISION, HIGH
SCHOOL STUCENTS, TEACHER ROLE, QUESTIONNAIRES, SURVEYS,
ABINGTON . :

THE RESFONSES OF 741 NINTH-GRADE STUDENTS TO THE
INCEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM (ISP) WERE RECORDED FROM HOMEROOM
DISCUSSIONS AND THE INDEPENDENT STUDY QUESTIONNAIRE (1SQ).
THE ISP PROVIDEC TIME BLOCKS, SFECIAL FACILITIES, ANC MINIMAL
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT'S DAY. BASIC
CONTENT COURSES (DEPARTMENTAL CENTERS) AND SKILL IMPROVEMENT
AREAS (INCEPENDENT STUDY CENTERS) WERE ORGANIZEC WITH
STRUCTURED AND UNSTRUCTUREC LEARNING EXFERIENCES, USING
TEACHERS, AIDES, AND STUDENT LEADERS. THE PRINCIPAL SELECTED
ANC TRAINED A STUDENT DISCUSSION -LEACER FOR EACH HOMEROOM. A
STUDENT RECORDED SUMMARIZEG SYUDENT RESPONSES TO EACH
DISCUSSION QUESTION AND SUBMITTED A RESUME TO THE PRINCIFAL.
THE SUMMARY COMPILED FROM THE RESUMES LISTED (1) THE
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, (2) A CONSENSUS OF STUDENT RESPONSES,
AND (3) A SAMPLE OF THE MOST INTERESTING RESFONSES: RESPONSES
WERE TABULATED BY (1) FAILURE NOTICES, (2) PERIODS SPENT IN
'DEPARTMENT CENTERS AND ISP CENTERS, (3) MATERIALS AND .

_EQUIPMENT USED, (4) TYPE OF ISP, AND (5) WEEKLY ATTENDANCE IN
EACH CENTER. RECOMMENDATIONS. INCLUDED (1) .GREATER USE OF THE
18P FOR BASIC COURSE CONTENT, (2) MORE MATERIALS AND
EQUIPMENT FOR ISP CENTERS, (3) MORE SPACE FOR ISP CENTERS;
. AND (4) THE ADDITION OF A FULL-TIME ISP PROGRAM COORDINATOR.
. *THE' APPENDIX INCLUDED (1) FORM LETTERS TO STUCENTS AND
' PARENTS EXPLAINING THE ISP AND SCHEDULING PROCEDURES, (2)
_ STUDENT AND TEACHER ‘ISP LUIDES, (3) TEACHER REFORTING FORMS
FOR 1SP AND (4) THE 1Sa. (JB) ’
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The following department chairmen have contributed specific information
to the handbook:

Mr. Robert Anderson, Art . Mr. Dayton Kreider, Mathematics
Mr. Leo Awad, Instrumental Music Mrs. Jean Lamb, Business
- Miss Hazel Christman, Physical Mrs. Evelyn Lenner, Science

Education - Girls Mr. John Metzgar, Physical Educeticn -
Mr. Harry Clark, Jr., Vocal Music Boys
Miss Frances Crawford, Reading Mr. J. Stenley Quinn, Drama and Speech
Mrs. Betty Estrin, Health " Mr., Robert Schell, Social Studies
Mr. Jsmes Giordano, English Mr. James Smith, Humanities
Mr.«Williem Grun, Industrial Arts Mr. Frank Wilgocki, Foreign Languages

Mrs. Christine Keppel, Home Economics

The entire faculty of Abington High School North Campus have been
most instrumental in the success of the program. Their untiring efforts
to make independent study a vital part of education at North Campus
speak eloquently of theiy dedication to their profession and of their
commi tment to their pupils.

Finally, we wish to pay special tribute here to the educational
leadership and inspiration provided by Dr. Dwight Allen and his associates
in the Stanford School Scheduling System at Stanford University. Dr. Allen
has opened our eyes to the vision of what independent study can become; the
schools affiliated with the project have been helpful in exchanging infor-

-mation ebout the practice.l aspects of its operation.
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THE SETTING: COMMUNITY, STUDENT BODY » AND SCHOOL

In order to understand fully the nature of our independent
study, it might be helpful to sketch in a few of the characteristics

- of the community, the student body, and the school, so that the

reader can understand the context within which this program operates.

The community. The Abington School District embraces the township
of Abington and the borough of Rockledge. While predominantiy -
a middle-class residential suburb (northeast of Philadelphia,

_Pennsylvania), it is a heterogeneous community in every respect.
‘The economic status of its residents ranges from poor to wealthy;

it is mixed racially and religiously; it has some industry, many
shopping centers, and a complete range of residential housing.

The student body. The student body reflects the heterogeneity
of the community. While the medien IQ is about 112, the range
is from 50 to 170. Although approximately 70% will go on to
some form of higher education, the students represent a complete
renge of ability and aspirations.

The school, This is a school which includes only the first

two years of high school, grades 9 and 10, Our students come
to us from the three junior high schools for grades T and 8

in the district, and from a number of parochial elementary
schools., When our students finish grade 10, they go on to

the Abington High School South Campus for grades 11 and 12,

Our North Campus school is housed-in a new building (opened

in September, 1964). 1In addition to our irdependent study
program, extensive use is made of other educationsl innovations:

a., Large-group instruction

b, Small-group seminars

c. Team teaching 5

d. A flexible or modular schedule

e. - School-within-a-school

t. _-Modern curricula in all major subject aress




OVERVIEW OF INDEPENDENT STUDY

Since the term "indsrendent study” is . broad term, subject to
many interpretations and used to identify ity different kinds of
approaciies, it might be wise to begin-with a definition of independent
study as it operates at North Campus:

Independent study is & program which provides

*

for all students

the necessary time
facilities

N materials and eguiEnt

%

to accomplish several short-term objectives

and long-range goals
by working and studying indepe‘h_dently

with the direction and assistance of

professional, para-professional,

and student perspnnel

in structured and unstructured learning situations

with a minimum of rules and re&tioris

Iet us look at each of tlese key underlined elements briefly and ther)
" ti.roughout this booklet examine each in greater detail.

1., For all students. One of the basic principles of our program is that
; 811 students in the scliool can benefit from independent study. We
8t11 see this as a goal to strive for. At tlie present time, however,
we find that about 2% of the students (perhaps 40 in number) have not
demonstrated tie necessary self-discipline; t!:'ey are, consequently,
agsigned to a restricted, supervised study ‘ro.om.‘dnring their indepen-
dent study modules. T : '

2. Time. Our school operates on a 17-module day, with é3 ‘minutes for
each module, OQut of this 85-module week, the Student ‘will be
scheduled in the following way:. ; \ ‘ ’\

~ tunch:  5.modules o \

- | Scheduled: clagges: -50-65 modules

l Independent study: 15-30 modules -
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Pacilities. 13 o7 thn school's facilities are open to the

atudents, with ceriai~ limitations which are spelled out more
fully in the f5llo .ag pages, A.complete list of the facilities
can be found in *.. section on facilities,

Materials and egui%t, The independent learning centers throughout
e ng are equipped with a dbroad variety of multi-sensory

learning aids: texts, magazines, programed materials, 8mm pro-

Jectors, tape recorders, filmstrips and projectors, recordings

snd playe:s, learning games, models, maps, etc. * .

Short-t:mm: objectives, We believe that independent study has
variour Important lmmediate benefits for the student. It enables

him to:

Develog present interests in depth

Explore new interesta

Master basic course content at his own pace

| Learn advanced course content |

Do regularly assigned "homework"

Practice specific learning skills

Get remedial help -
Have some relaxation from classroom pressures
m in réaearch

Share in planning his daily schedule

Catch up o class work missed due to sbsence -

Pursue individual or small-group projects in depth

Help others in areas of special competence

R ¢
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- orderly conduct of class instruction

Long-range goals. There are other goals, not always apparent
to %FE student, yet quite important to tye program, Through '
independent study we strive to: )

" Make maximm use of staf? and facilities
Individualize the léarning process

Develop self-discipline, self-reliance, and self-
responsibility .

Encourage students fo plan and use time wisely

Foster the development of skills in studying
independently

fnspire 1ndj.fi,dual pursuit of learning

Professional a-professional, and student personnel, Various
supervisory pagterns are In effect. 1In some instances student
tutors are used to provide help. In the English center, a lay
reader is used., -In most of ‘the centers, teachers are on hand
to provide assistance., In some centers, students are completely

on their own and provide their own supervision.

Structured and unstructured learning situations. In its basic
concept, Independent study is unstructured. Every day and every
period are different: the student decidés where he can work
most effectively and what he can most profitably do, He merely
reports at once to the center he has selected; there is no need
to make reservetions, draw up & schedule, or make long-range
plans, We know that the adolescent is impulsive by nature and
that the school must be organized so as to capitalize upon his
impulge to-learn, Within this broad unstructured framework,
however, independent study activities reflect varying degrees
of structure. Many are totally unstructured, where the student.
is left completely on his own to work as he sees fit. Many
have & modicum of structure suggested or developed by the

- teacher through work sheets, assigned problems, delineated

projects. Others are highly structured and become -almost
indistinguishsble frow a class in terms of the kinds of

learning activities that go on, L

.9 Rules and regulations. We believe that independent study can best
e operate with.a minimum of rules and regiulations. No passes are

used, and no attendance. ig checked: (with certain exceptions which
wili be noted later). However, certain clear and specific regu-
lations are set up and strictly enforced in order to ensure the -
and to hold at a high level

- d <

general discipline within -the school.
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9. 'Se;pﬁember (2na week), An'ea.ﬂ;‘r faculty meeting is devoted to
independent study. In addition, each department holds ‘special
departmental meetings on independent study. : .

ORIENTATION TO INDEPENDENT .STUDY

Each year an extensive orientation to independent study is carried
out with students and parents. Briefly, this works as followss

January., Group meetings are héld with Students on course
selections. The purposes and uses of independent study.are

discussed..

January. Group meetings in the evening are held with parents on -

course selection. At this time independent study is explained.

February, March, April, As indicated previously, the counselor
reviews with the student and the parents in individual conference
how much independent study time will be available and discusses
briefly the purposes and uses of independent study, (See exhibit 1.)

August. During the summer & school newsletter is sent to each
home with various kinds of information, including a reminder

abrut independent study., (See exhibit 2.)

September. Large-group orientation sessions ars held for each

house (comprising ten adviser rooms) on the first day of school,

at.which time independent study is discussed.

September. Time is provided for each adviser to discuss independent

study with his adviser room students, The student works out a
proposed schedule for the week to come; he is not required to
adhere to this, but it is intended to help him see how he can

best use his time, He reviews this with his parents. (See exhibit

September. Each classroom teacher reviews with his students how

independent study time should be used for that subjgct.

September. While this orientation is going on in house meetings,
adviser rooms, and subject classrooms during the first .two weeks

of school, the student uses his independent study time in the
library or in the large "commons" study centers. The other
independent study centers are not open until the faculty feels
that, procedures have been clarified, students have gotten

“acquainted with the building, and sufficient classroom *nstruc-

tion has taken place to warrant use of the centers. Normally,

this orientation stage lasts two weeks.
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October. During the school's "Back-to-School night for parents,

a special program on independent study is presented to large groups"
‘of parents. In addition, the classroom teacher discusses with the
parents in attendance how he expects independent study to be used.
Equipment is displayed; also, schedules of centers are available.

October-November-December. The principal holds a series of meet-
ings for new teachers to orient them to independent study and
help them see how they can contribute to it.

November., At the end of the first report pericd, all classroom
teachers re-emphasize independent study and-make a special attempt
to reach the non-achiever. Failure notices that are sent home
carry a reminder agbout independent study. . (See exhibit L.)

November-December. The prihcipal meets with small groups of

-students to exchange ideas on independent study in order to

appraise, evaluate, and improve the operation of this program.

December.” A special evening meeting for parents is devoted to
independent study. At this time student projects are on display
and individual students report on how they use their time. (See
exhibit 5,) :

January. Mid-year time marks another attempt to inform and
orient. New independent study opportunities are introduced,
and the failing student is strongly encouraged to structure

and use his time more profitably. '

January. ‘Students who seem ready to undertake a major project
during second semester are brought together for a group discussion
of major work projects. (See exhibit 6.)

'May. The school holds an annual "Festival of the Arts," which,

among other things, provides an opportunity for the display and
recognition of individual achievement through independent study.
Students are encouraged to.make plans for thg year to come.
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" HOW INDEPENDENT STUDY IS SCHEDULED

In a certain sense, independent study is what is left over
when the rest of the student's schedule has been completed.
Briefly, the process is as follows:

In February, March, and April, the counselor talks with ihe
student and parents about course selection for the following
year. The counselor has been informed about the number of
total modules available for the following year, and the number
of modules for each subject. 1In general, the counselor operates
on the following assumptions and restrictions:

a. All students must take English, science, World
Civilizations, mathematics, and physical education.

b. Almost all students should take another subject
which has the time equivalent of a "major" subject

- (vand, orchestra, foreign language, industrial

arts, Art I, home economics).

¢. All students must enroll for subjects which will
give them at least a minimum total of 45 points

credit (roughly the equivalent of 4 Carnegie units).

d. .No student should have less than 15% of his time
available for independent study, unless there are
very compelling reasons for making an exception.

e. The student who lacks the maturity and initiative
to work independently should have a higher pro-
portion .of scheduled class time. (Note that
maturity and initiative are not synonymous
with academic ability.)

The counselor mekes clear to the.stﬁdenf and the parent how =
much independent study time will be available,

-When the student has been scheduled for all his.courses (voth

key-sort and computer schedules have been used), the remaining
modules of unscheduled time are identified as Independent Study.
The counselor will review each schedule to check whether there
is a drastic imbalance in the way independent study modules
have fallen. In general, if the student has more than five
consecutive independent study modules, the coursélor will
attempt to reschedule some classes in order to get a better
balance. : '
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The amount of time available for independent sfddy is thus
a product of individual counseling, school subject require-

ments, and the amount of scheduled class time for each subject.

Yet this amount of time is not only "tbat which is left over";
it is very much a product of the school's philosophy about
how ‘much time should be allotted to independent study. While
some schools seem to operate successful independent study
_programs that take up as much as 50% of the student's time,
we feel that from 25-30% is optimum for our students for the

following reasons:

a.

b.

They ‘are 14 and 15 years of age and have not
reached full maturity in most aspects of
their development. '

Students have had almost no independent study
experience prior to the time they enter our

.. school.

Our independent study program is only in its
second year of operation, and many of the
faculty still see a need for more scheduled
class time.

As best we can gauge community sentiment, -there
are still strong feelings favoring a high per-
centage of scheduled class. time.
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STUDENT ELIGIBILITY FQR.INDEPENDENT STUDY

We believe that all students should have the opportunity '
for independent study--until they show’ they are not ready for it.
Simply, the procedure operates as follows:

When the school year begins, &all students have the freedom of
independent study.

Within two or three weeks after the opening of school, the
Assistant Principal for Student Discipline establishes a list

of about 8-10 students (4% of the student body) who have already
been reported for a series of infractiocns of school independent
study regulations. (The most common: smoking in lavatories,
talking in quiet study areas, misusing study materials, dis-
respect for supervisory personnel.) These students are assigned
to the Restricted Study Room, and a list of their names is
circulated to the faculty.

These restricted students must report to the Restricted Study
Room whenever they are not assigned to a class. They must -

bring work with them and work quietly. A teacher is on duty

to check roll and enforce quiet study.

Every two weeks thereafter this list of restricted students is
reviewed by the assistant principal. If there is evidence that
the student's behavior and attitude have improved, he is returned
to full privileges of independent study. If there has not been
sufficient improvement, he continues on restricted study. New
names are added as necessary.

If a classroom teacher wishes to give remedial help to a
student on restricted study, he merely sends a note to the
assistant principal, specifying when he wishes to work with
the student, and the necessary arrangements are made.

During the course of the year, the number of students so

. restricted averages about 2%. It has reached a maximum of

3%. Most of those restricted are in 9th grade, and.there
are more boys than girls. :

During the course of the school year, there will be a "hard core"
of about 3% of the student body who will continue to be assigned

'to restricted study week after week. Most of the students who

are so restricted will average from two to four periods .of
restriction (four to eight weeks) during the school year..

Finally a small group of students are restricted for academic
reasons. After mid-year grades "have beeén analyzed, the assistant
principal and the guidance counselors identify a small group of
students who have failed three or more academic. subjects and

who seem to show indbility to use time profitdbly These
students must report to the Restricted Study Area unless
teachers, counselors, or purents ask that they be released.
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FACILITIES FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY

The. North Campus school iz housed in a modern building (opened

September, 1964 ), especially designed to facilitaté independent study.
The following areas are aveilable for student use in independent study:

1.

- Library, The air-conditioned library has an area of 10,000 square

feet, with many special rooms and facilities: electronic carrels
(connected by cable to the language laboratory and equipped with
telephone dials that permit the student to dial any one of 160
programs); study carreles; typing room; audio-visual room; peri-

- odical roori; reference area; browsing area. In addition to an
excellent collection of books and periodicals, the library also
houses a fine collection of recordings, tapes, and filmstrips.

Seminar rooms; Twenty seminar rooms are available for independent
study. The rooms are about 12' x 24' in size, equipped with tebles,
chairs, and easel; students use them chiefly for teacher conferences,
lay reader conferences, planning sessions with fellow students.

Large-group rooms. These two 150-seat lecture halls are used
exclusively for large-group presentations; students may attend

any large-group presentation Just by checking with the teacher
in charge, :

Little Theater. The theater is available for use in independent
study for dramatics, speech, or music practice. It has a large
stege, dressing rooms, projection room, and seats for 350.

Vocal music practice rooms. These small practice areas adjoin
the choral room and are available for individual or small-group

practice. The choral room is also available for individual and
group rehearsals. ‘

‘Instrumentsl practice rooms. These rooms édjoin the band-orchestra

room and are used by individuals and small groups practicing
musical instruments., The large instrumental room-is also
available. Students may use a tape-recorder for self-evaluation.

Student lounge. This foom has been equipped, furnished, and
decorated by the Student Council and is available for use by

those students who qualify and can produce the necessary lounge
pass. . ‘ ‘ : '

Gymnasia. Several specialized gymnasia are available for directed

use with prbper'faculty‘supervision:

8. Remedial-wrestling gym. Specially padded, matted,
and equipped for these two activities. , |
b. Apperatus gym. This gymnasium has trampoline, rings,
. - horses, parallel bars permanently set uip for class and
_ independent use. ; ,
c. Girls dance gym, Timited for use by those interested
-in modern dance. ’ o ‘
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.

-11-

d. Regular gymnasia., Three regular gymnasia are availablé
for group games.

Industrial arts shops. Three industrial arts shops carry on
specialized shop activities as follows°

a, WoOdpplestics shop
b. Graphic arts - mechanical drawing shop
¢c. Power mechanics - metal working shop

Art suite. The art suite comprises three different areas suitable
for independent study: '

"a. Art laboratory: for painting and sketching
b. Art craft room: sculpture, ceramics, art metal,
art jewelry ' ‘
c. Art court; for outdoor painting and sketching.

Commons A, A spacious area, seating 200, where students may
sit at tables and converse with friends.

Commons B and Commons C: - Two large commons (also seating 200
each) where students may study quietly at tables.

Guidance suite. The guidance suite includes the six counselors'
offices, a conference room for small-group conferencez, testing,
and for viewing guidance films and filmstrips, and a college-
and-career information center. (The latter includes open
hanging vertical files and file cabinets, a catalog bookcase,
and a small room containing several listening-viewing stations
for a tape recorder and a filmstrip record player.) -

Health suite. Student health conferences and examinations are
held in the health suite during independent study.

Photography dark room. A well-equipped photographic dark room
is used by students interested in photography.

Animal room. Small leborafory arimals (mice, hamsters and gerbils,
guinea pigs, rats) are housed here and are used by students for
nutrition and genetica projects in independent study.

Greenhouse., The greenhouse and its facilities are available for
students interested in horticulture and floriculture.

Science laboratories, All laboratories are available for directed
student use. Three types are available: chemistry, biology,

‘earth-space sciences.

Typing rooms, Two typing rooms, -each equipped with 35 typewriters, -

are svaileble for practice and the typing of reports and papers.

- Home economics suite. The entire home economic’ wuite is used

for independent study. It includes the following specialized
areas: foods hbmatory, dining room, sewing laboratory, living
room, -dressing room,
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21,

.22,

23.

2k,

25.. "

26.

27,

28.

29."
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' Paperback book store. A large selection of paperback books is

available for studept purchase during independent study.

Englisﬁ Center., This is a specially equipped study center

focusing on comporition, grammar, and literature, Students

can work on progy:ued grammar, consult with a composition
specialist, view filmstrips, listen to recordings of drama

and poetry, read magazines, use reference books and educational-
vocational planning materials.

Social Studies Center. This center is especially equipped to
facilitate independent work in the social studies. It is
equipped with filmstrip viewers, record players, tape recorders,
8me automatic projectors, maps, globes, magazines, reference

books, recordings, learning games, foreign periodicals, and
educational-vocational Planning naterials.

Mathematics seminar rooms. These seminar rooms are schéduled
for remedial clinic sessions.

‘Mathematics project room. A special mathematics seminar room is

equipped with mathematical models, reference books, journals, |
games, and learwing aids. ‘

Advanced French Seminar room. A seminar room reserved for
third-year French students .who 'wish to do advanced work on
literature, speaking, and composition, has recordings, news-

papers, magazines, paperback books, and reference material in
French.

Advanced Spanish Clinic. This is a special language seminar
room reserved for second and third year Spanish students working
on advanced literature projects.

-Languagé Laborafories. These are two 36-station lsboratories.,

A total of 24 stations are equipped with telephone dials which
permit the student to dial independently any one of 160 different
permit- the. student to listen, to respond, to record, and to be
monitored,

,language_progiams.- Other stations, controlled by a master console,

Reading Centers. These are two reading rooms, equipped with .
special mechanical reading eids, tape recorders, individusiized
reading units, reading books, and magazines. Any student wish-
ing help in reading can use these centers. . .
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'MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY

If independent study is to be truly effective, the study centers
must be fully equipped with learning aids and materials that will
facilitate and encourage exploration, discovery, and mastery. Such
aids at their best will be multi-sensory in nature s 1f they are to
be most -effective. The furnishing, supplying, and equipping of study
centers is always an on-going process; materials wear out, are lost,
and become outdated. And the more successful the center, the greater

will be the demand for new materials.

All classrooms are furnished and equipped with the materials and
equipment required for basic instruction. The list below is an attempt
to call attention to special items and where they can be found.

Key: M-mathematics centers; F-foreign language; SS-social studies; -
E-English; L-library; H-home economics; SC-science; R-reading;
B-business; I-industrial arts; Mu-music; G-Guidance.

Materials
Transparencies;s M, SC -
Paperback books: L, F, SS,"E, M, SC, R, G
Reference books: L, F, SS, E, M, H, SC, R, I, G
Newspapers: L, F, SS, R
Megazines; L, F, 8S, E, M, B, H, SC, R, I, G
Recordings:(discsz L, F, SS, E, Mu, G
Filmstrips: L, SS, E, B, H, SC, R, I, G
Slides: L, SS, SC, G
Slide-recordings programs: L, SS, G '
Pre-recorded tapes: L, SS, E, SC, R, Mu, G
Workbooks and worksheets: F, SS, M, R, I, G
Programed texts: F, E, M, SC, R
Learning Gemes; E, M, R
Models: SS, E, L, M, SC, I . ‘
Individualized learning kits ('"laboratories"): E, SC, R, G
8mm single coricept cartridges: SS, H, SC, I

Equi t

qu gé-e_;n
. mn cartridge projectors: I, SS, H, SC

Tape recorders: MU, SS, L, E, R, F, G

Record players: F, SS, E, L, Mu, G-

Filmstrip viewers: L, SS, E, ‘H, SC, G

Filmstrip projectors: L, SS, E, B, H, SC, R, I.
- Overhead projectors: M, SC, E, SS

Slide projectors: L, SS, SC

Reading -a¢celerators and pacing devices: R
 Study carrels: L, SS, E, R -

Cyclo teaching machines: E, R -

B b
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INDEPENDENT STUDY - HOW MUCH STRUCTURES

There is no single pattern or degree of structure in our independent .
study program. Both the nature and degree of structure will vary with

the subject, the teacher, and the pupil. The following patterns, however,
are typical: . : ‘
1. Independent study is a required part of the instructional program.
In certain subjects, independent study is required; the independent
study time.is carefully checked and the time is counted towards
the Carnegie unit requirement. Such a requirement is considered

a permanent part of the course structure; it is found in the
following subjectsns

a. English - for programed learning of grammar
b, Foreign language - for practice in the language
laboratory ‘

¢. Reading - for individual help in the reading center

Independent study is assigned on an ad hoc basis. From time.to
~ time a teacher in any subject may require that a student spend
" & certain number of periods in a specified learning center.

For the first two types, the student receives credit for attendance
by filling out a simple form which he first presents to the student,
aide, or teacher on duty in the center for signature;-the student
then presents this signed attendance-credit slip to the classroom
teacher. (See exhibit 7)

The guidance counselor, the adviser, or the subject teacher may
suggest that the student spend certain portions of his time in

certain centers. Such a suggested structuring of time may also
result from parental request,

The student is left completely free to make his own decisions
about place and type of study.

For any given week, a typical breakdown of the kinds of structure
found for a single student would be something like the following:

Total modules of independent study 23
Required as part of instruction 5
Assigned on an ad hoc basis 4
Completely unstructured : L
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND REMEDIAL HELP -

One of the prime benefits of independent study is that it
enables the teacher and the student to get together on an indi-
vidual basis or in small groups for remedial help. Because of
its basically unstructured nature, independent study provides
the most flexible kind of remedial help; if in September, the
student needs help in mathematics, he arranges for that; if in
October, he needs less help in mathematics but more .in languege,
he makes the necessary changes in his independent study program.
Thus, he is not the "captive" of any given subject or any given
teacher for a specified length of time,.

There are two basic types of remedial help provided. In
the first type, a teacher is assigned to staff a subject-centered
study clinic. This assignment is made as part of the teacher's
total schedule and he is on duty in the center from the opening
of school. A teacher thus assigned will work with any students
who report to the center; although, in the normal course of
events, a few of these may be his own students, for the most
part he will be vorking with students whom he does not have in
class. Students report for this kind of remedial help only

when needed. This type of remedial help is provided in the
following areas:

‘l. Reading Center
2. Mathematics Clinic .
3. English Center \ E
4. Social Studies Center
. 9+ Remedial Physical Education Gymnasium

A special example of this first type worthy of separate o
mention is the English Composition Clinic. During two mornings
of the week the English Center is reserved for those who need
help with composition...a lay reader is on duty to work with all
those who report for assistance. ‘
It might also be noted that all World Civilizations large-
group lectures are taped and these tapes are made available in
the library listening rooms for those who were absent frca the
lecture or who wish to review, ‘ :

The second type of remedial help enables a teacher to work
with his own students. It operates simply this way:

After sufficient time has elapsed for the teacher to establish
which students. need additional help, he announces when he is

- available to.give remedial help,

Students interested in receiving additional help check their
schedules to see which of their independent study periods match
their teacher's unassigned periods. They Till out a form which

-gives the teacher this information.

AT P NI YT DI [ ooy




L S R
- -

" director of independent study when he is forming & remedial

'basis until his teacher releases him,

After he nas’ received all such requests, the teacher determines
which periods would permit him to set up a. remedial clinic
which would reach at least four of his students. T

The. teacher then informs the assistant principal ‘and the

clinic, the assistant principal in ‘turn attempts to release
him from other supervisory diities in order to compensate him
for his a.dditional clinic time. (See exhibit 8)

Once a student ‘has signed up for ‘a remedial clinic with his
classroom.teacher, he is expected to attend on e regular

If a student finds that he does not have any independent
study time.uhich.matches his teacher's unassigned time, he-
may request assignment to a clinic operated on a regular
basis by another teacher in that department. . Usually his
guidarice counselor will arrarnge this. : _—

Remmedial clinics- of this second type are qperating in
the following subject fields-

1. 'Mathematies,

2. Foreign language .

3. English .
4, Science ‘ : ' ' o
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND.THE ENRICHED CURRICULUM

Ind_épendent study enables the school to enrich the
_eurriculum with certain kinds: of content that do not fit
the cust.omx:y patterns of year-long credit courses.

- Typically, such independent study "courses" have the
following characteristics: -

They run for short periods of time, usually five to nine weeks,
They meet oz}ce' a week,
No gradeé are given,.

Students enroll on ’thei;' independent study time; such
enrollment. -obligates the student to attend regularly and
to participate fully in the course's activities.

The school keeps a record of such enrollments but does not
otherwise give credit for the course,

The content of thesge courses is of such a nature that it is
not included in exicting courses within the school curriculum

(or is included in courses open to a limited number of students
on a credit basis), ' :

Such courses typically are- organized in the following
fashion:

An announcement is made t‘dl.the students of the ‘course, its 7
content and objectives. All interested are encouraged to- -
enroll. When students register for the course, they do so on

& tentative basis, indicating on-a chart which modules they
have available. , / : ‘

ﬁy inspecting the airailab_ility of teachers, rooms, and students
interested, the edministration determines on which days and
during which modules the course can best be offered.

Another announcement is made, this time indicating the specific
meeting time of the course. All those who signed up drigingl}y
and who are. availabie are contacted; any additional: students who

V _are interested and .ave. free_during- the rroposed meeting time are.

-added: to the rolis.

-
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__ During the school year 1965-66, the following "indépendent.
study courses" were offered successfully:

Study Skills. A four-week -course which included lectures
and demonstrations of ‘such skills as note-teking, preparing
for and taking examinations, -and planning study .time;
Contemporary Prctest Literature. A nine-week course which
focused on contemporary writers whose works were. marked by
& protest tone or theme. The works of Mailer, Baldwin,
Jones, and Ginsberg were among those .considered. -

Junior Great Books Discussion Course., Thig vas éondqcted -

by representatives of the nation-wide Great Books -program but

wes organized end administered by the school through independent
study. T ' ’

At the time this booklet was written, other independent study
courses were still in the planning stage. Included in such
planning were courses on Field Nature Study and Film Study.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND BROADER HORIZONS

I

'l

"'The school makes “every attenpt to broaden the cultural
horizons of the students through independent study. Such

. attempts usually take one of two forms

Special programs of a cultural nature are schednled during

independent study time for any student interested and available.
These programs are announced and publicized in advance: no fee,
of course, is charged and no attendance is checked. The follow-
ing programs of this type were held during 1965-66: :

A. Prints-in-Progress. An artist-print-maker came to
the school and gave a lecture-demonstration to all
students interested in the process and art of print-
making.

B. . One-act play produced by school's dramatic department.
' The one-act play "Summit Conference” was pr:sented on
four different occasions during independent study to
. enthusiastic student audiences.

C. University professors were invited in to lecture and
discuss with students topics of special interest.

D. Guidance Programs. These are programs based on
student need and interest, which utilize outstanding
speakers and films to help students explore various
educational and vocational opportunities. These are
voluntary and are offered several times a day in order
to give maximum potential ‘for attendance.

In the second type, the cultural enrichment comes about by opening
up special programs of existi courses to students not currently
enrolled in that course. ollowing experiences of this sort

“were successful in 1965- 66

A. Art history lectures. Illustrated with slides of
great paintings, are & required part of-the. Art I
program; students who did not take Art I were 1nv1ted
in to listen to the lectures.

B. Hhmenities lectures. A new course entitled "Humanities-
Science-Seminar" made extensive use of guest lecturers -
and special faculty lectures on such iopics as "The
Nature of Pacifism," "Evil in Art," "The Essentials of
Existentialism Students. who were ot enrolled in
-the. course were . invited to the special lectures dnring

' independent study.

C. The English Colloquium. As part of the reguiar English
program, teachers with special “interests. and ¢ompetencies
presented .lectures on certain aspects of literature
- Following these large .group- presentations, -these
‘teachers were released from certain supervisory

: ] responsibilities to meet with small- groups of students
- who wished to carry. on a -discussion of the. topic presented
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INDEPENDENT.STUDY AND THE BASIC COURSE CONTENT

It would be unwise to infer that independent study is
samething extraneous or sncillary; in'a very real sense it ig
central to the school's program and function, 1In fact, with
certain courses, independent study is used for the required
study of basic course content.

The question might be legitimately asked, "Why should basic
course content be covered through independent study, rather than
the regular classroom?" There are several answers., The first is
economy of class time. Requiring that certain content be mastered
during independent study frees the classroom teacher to use class
time for learning activities that require teacher direction. The
second is the opportunity to individualize instruction. 1In inde-
pendent study the: student is able to move campletely at his own
pace and is better able. to use special materials adapted to his
needs, Also, typically in independent study the teacher working
with individuals or small groups can thus more effectively provide
the specific assistance nceded.

The following courses require independent study for mastery
of basic course content:

English. All students are required to work in the English center
for two modules each week on the programed grammar texts. (lass
time is thus used only to review and clarify the grammar content,
not to "teach" it. Inglish teachers will also require that students
listen to recordings in the center, of plays being studied in class.
Thus, no class time needs to be used for passive listening.

Foreign language. Although class time is used in the language
laboratory to ensure yniform presentation of certain items, in

eddition students are required to get additional practice in the

language laboratory ae part of the normal course expectations.

Typing. All typing students are required to get additional typing
practice during independent study; this makes it possible to
eliminate much routine practice from the classroom setting, -

Reading Skills, Al: students enrolled in the Reading Skills,'
course are required to report to the reading center for individual .
help. - .

Social Studies. Students in the top ability groups in social

studies must do certain readings and project work and map study
through independent. study in the social studies center.

Instrumentel msic. ALl instrumertal misic students are expected
to schedule additional individual practice sessions.
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'IQDEPENDENT QTUDY ¢ ORIGINALITY AND CREATIVITY

. Independent study provides the ideal setting for encouraging,
stimulating, and mctivating creativity end-originality. The less
structured.mdlieu, the longer periods of time, the proper facilities
and equipqent--all these -help originality and creativity to flourish
through independent study--given the proper direction and guidance,

This motivation and direction typically takes three forms at
our school, '

provide a natural setting for creative
oon as the school year starts, the
the regular course work to identify students
The class
‘where the creative project has its genesis,
but independent study time is used for the actual carrying out of
the project-<although in some cases, the creative project will
8180 require class time. Such creative course work can be found
in the following areas: ,

Industrial arts shops. Much emphasis ig placed on the creative
aspects of projects in wood, plastics, metal working, and archi-
tectural drafting, :

Home economics. A specific attempt is made to encourage girls
to do creative projects in both foods and clothing.

Art. All students enrolled in srt are expected to carry out
original projects in meny wedia. “Iass time and independent
study time are provided. "

Science. So much of the science program is laboratory centered
that all teachers find the course a natural setting for encouraging
students to undertake original) work and research.

' English--required and elective courses. English, drametics, and
. Journalism courses provide a natural setting for creative work

in written and oral expression. Teachers are encouraged to
stimulate such creative work through class and individual
attention. ' .

In this first form, then, creative work becomes one of the

basic expectatioctis of the regular course content,

In other subject areas, while the content of itself does
not necessarily lead to creatiVe-proJecté;‘the classroom teacher
will attempt as soon as possibvle to identify students in her
classes who can undertake~¢regtiVé'work.pn their own in independent
study which may not relate directly to class work but which will
open up new areas for exploration. The following are typical:

Foreign language, ;A geﬁ;ﬁery»gdvanéed~studentS<are able to -do

creative work in“cqﬁpcaﬁt;bn‘gnd dramatization.
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Mathematics. -- The most able mathematics students are encovraged to
do original and creative work with problem-solving and the discovery
of new proofs.

Social Studies. While the social studies department places much

‘emphasis-on the library paper which uses primary and secondary

sources, there are also opportunities for the student to do
original field work. One group, for example, has done some
interesting work on an archeological "dig."

Music. While the emphasis in our school is on the performing
aspects of music, there are opportunities for students during
independent study to do some composing of original music.

Humanities-Science Seminar. This new course, which focuses on <
certain major themes that cut across the usual disciplines, g\
requires that each student undertake an original project during ‘
independent study. A 1list of the projects suggested can be

found in the exhibits at the end of this publication. (See exhibit 9)

“

Thus we would find by‘the end of the first semester that
perhaps 10% of the student body are involved in significent
major projects of an original nature: some are working on
these projects because they are a part of the normel expectations
of the course; others are involved because a teacher has reached
out .and tapped them on the shoulder.

Bt Lol

It is at this time--at the end of the first semester--
that & major eftempt is mede to enlist other students in major 3
work projects. This is accomplished in the following fashion: -

First, the faculty is surveyed to determine their interest in
acting as an Independent Study Major Work Project Adviser. No
pressure is placed on the faculty to become thus involved. Those
who do express an interest indicate the fields where they can
provide assistance and resources. (See éxhibit.é) :

T P T
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The faculty is also surveyed to determine which students have g:
major projects underway. ]

The faculty is also surveyed to find out which students they
feel can undertake a major project who are not presently involved .
in one. : . _ : . x

These students are called together for e group meeting at which -
time the advantages and purposes of the major work project. are b
explained to them. They. are strongly encouraged to begin work L
on & major project of their own choosing. Sample projects are - Co , "
suggested to them, and students already embarked upon & project ;-
discuss their progress and results with those who have been
called together.
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5. All students interested in beginning work on a project are’ asked
to gelect a faculty adviser from the 1list of faculty members who
have volunteered. Thus a student is able to draw upon the entire
regourceés of .int_efr‘estgq.faculty,-n@t Just his own classroom .
teacher, and he is -able to select the teacher with whom he wishes

. to work, . . . '

»

6. If a student wishes to uxidertake & project and is not able to
find a faculty adviser in his area of interest, then the school

explores the resources of the commnity to locate an adult who
can work with him, '
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND A CHANGE OF PACE

One of the important benefits of independent study too
often neglected is that it provides s change of pace from the
highly structured class activities, A1l of us work. in fits ‘
and starts; few of us can sustain any single type -of sctivity

‘for long periods of time. The adolescent especially will work

most effectively if the work periods are relieved by periods
of relaxation. At North Campus this tekes three different forms:

Orgenized games in physical education independent study. While
the student will learn game skills in physical education class,
he needs the chance for informal play with adult supervision.
This is provided in the physical education independent study
progrem. . '

Student Iounge. The student lounge, furnished, decorated, and
monitored by students is a place where students' can have a snack,
listen to records, converse with friends, and just relax. All
students who have no grade lower then a C on the previous report
card are given a lounge pass which entitles them to two visits
each week to the lounge,

Commons A. This is a.large 200-seat commons area (used at lunch
modules for dining) where students may sit and taelk with friends.
Teachers are on duty to ensuré reasonable discipline. Since
students can talk in this commons quite freely, it enables us

to provide quiet study in the other commons areas for those who
wish to work quietly. ' Anyone mey come to commons A--but he may
not stay there for more than one period.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND HOMEWORK

The school's position on homework stems from the following
convictions: '

1. There are certain learning activities in every mejor subject
which can effectively be accomplished outside of class with
no assistance from the teacher.. These become regular assign-
ments that have traditionally been seen ag part of the student's
responsibilities: reading a book, studying a text, writing a

report, solving problems, preparing for an examination are some
examples, .

2. In terms of the demands of the subjects and the age level of our
students, we feel that such daily assignments should average
about one-hslf hour per major subject.

3.  Such routine regular essignments should be done at school during
independent study only when one or more of the following conditions
obtain: _ .

7 IR s ad bl s B R ¢ e iicns

personnel, material, or equipment) available at school
but not at home.
b, The student feels that his home cannot provide good
quiet study conditioms.
¢. The student has after-school obligations that severely
" limit the amount of time he can spend on regular assign-
ments, . \
L, It is therefore necessary and desireble for the student to develop '
good habits of regular study at home. Such regular home study B
. satisfies parental expectations about homework, preparcs the F
student for school situations where there is no indepenient -
study, and keeps independent - study time free for more essentia), ‘
kinds of learning or for tasks requiring school resources. F

I 2. Their completion requires resources (in terms of

‘ Since there will be occasions for the student to work quietly

E! _ on regular assignments or to prepare for examinations, the school ;
provides two large commons areas (Commons B and Commons C), each 2
seating about 200, where quiet study conditions are enforced: g
Teachers are on duty to ensure that quiet prevails; students

Es are told they should study in the quiet commons only when they

- are working on assignments that do not require. the assistance
- of teachers or fellow students ‘and do not require special
g materials or resources,
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND PATTERNS OF SUPER:ISION

Who supervises independent study? The answers are ﬁany'and
various, depending on the place, the kind of study activity, and
the students involved. The following patterns prevail:

Teacher supervision. Teacher supervision ig required in study areas
where there are potential safé€§£§553533:'where large numbers of
students are present and good control of discipline is important,
Teacher direction of independent study--not supervision-- is
essential for those learning activities where the unique skills

and knowledge of the teacher are required. Hopefully, we shall

be eble in future years to have less supervision and more direction,

end the teacher will be seen more and more as & director of independent
learning,

At the present time, the-teacher's dey at our aschool breaks
down somewhat as follows:

Adviser room: 3%
Lunch; 67
Class instruction; 584.
Required supervision

and direction of
independent study: 124,
Preparation, relax-

ation, conferences,

and voluntary super-
vision and direction

of independent study: 219

At the present time teachers supervise the following kinds of
learning centers: commons, English, social stvdies, mathematics,
foreign language, reading, science, home economics, typing, ert,
shops, and physical education. - : -

Student-and intern-teachers. Throughcut the course of the year

student and intern teachers are assigned to the school from nearby
universities. They have been used effectively in. supervising and
directing independent study in every department to which they have

been assigned. We feel. ther- has been mutual benefit from such
assignment,

Paraprofessioﬁals. Paraprofessionals. or teacheg}aides are used in
two mejor areas of independent study: B :

a&. Lay readers in English come to the sciiool to hold
conferences with students on compositions they have
.written. In asddition, one of the lay .readers works
in the English center two mornings. each week to give
composition help to those requiring it. A teacher aide
8lso works in ‘the World Civilization ‘study center te

direct students us{ng'the“center;
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Discussion leadér. The Junior Great Books Discussion

course has its' own lay discussion leader, trained by
the Great Books organization,

Student supervision. We have been able to use student super-
vision and direction in three areas thus far: ‘

c.

Subject matter tutoring. Students selected by

math teachers have worked very effectively as
math tutors. ‘

Student lounge monitors. The student lounge is
monitored entirely by students.

Seminar rooms. Honor society members are on duty
in seminar rooms to provide tutoring assistance.
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RULES AND. REGUIATIONS IN INDEPENDENT STUDY

The emphasis here has been to.develop a minimum of rules
that will permit self-discipline to develop and yet will ensure
orderly discipline and productive study. The following rules
‘.are stressed and strongly. enforced: |
A student may go to any center he selects 3 no passes are required
a.nd no previous reservation is needed.

If a student reports to a center and finds that there is no room
. for him, he must report immediately to one of the commons. "He
mey not "shop around" for another study center.,

The student me.y go to a center only at passing time and he must
stay in the center for the entire module. No corridor traffic

is permitted except at passing time.

The student mey not remain in COmons A fér more than one module
at a time,

The student may not use the library to do homework . that could
be done as well in the camons.

Certain study enters are limited to students present]y or .
previously enrclled in that class. (French III, Advanced Spenish,
Typing.) Others may use the center with fspeéial permission of
the teacher in cha.rge.

Ma.teria.ls may not be taken from the study centers unless they
have been duly charged out, and proper care must be taken of

all materials and equipment

Students who use the gymnasium for independent study mst be

tully un:lformed mugt ta.:e showers s and must stay for two modules.

»
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- INDEPENDENT STUDY AND GUIDANCE COUNSELING

Independent study has proved to have many advantages for

- our counseling and guidance program. The following features.

are perhaps distinctive:

Independent study facilitates individual counseling The guidance
counselor finds it relatively simple to schedule students for
conferences during their-independent study -time, and students

are encouraged to stop in during their independent study time

to schedule a conference with the counselor. There is obviously
no need to have a student released from class in order to see

his counselor. Self referrals are high because of ease of
‘access.

Films are used effectively during independent study for small
and large group guidance. The guidance department schedules
films throughout the year which are shown during independent

“study time to any students interested. During the present

school year, films have been shown on the following subjects:
the importance of staying in school, opportunities in the
armed forces, career and vocational guidance, opportunities
in higher education.

The counselor can work with small groups of students who have
common probléms or interests during their independent study
time.

Career and -vocational guidance has been strengthened by having
adults from the community speak to small groups of students
during independent study on their specific occupations.

Students during independent study are encouraged to use filmstrips,
recordings, tapes, catalogs, pamphlets in the guidance career-and-
college center in the guidance suite as well as the materials

provided in each of the departmental and library satellite centers.

The principal and his assistants have met regularly during the

‘year with small groups of students--self selécted and recommended
by faculty--during their independent study time to exchange ideas,

air grievances, and get to know one another better.

As indicated preyiously, the counselor plays a key role 1n
orienting the student to- independent study, in helping him plan

. his time, and in helping him.find more effective ways of using

his time

- Dental hygienist, nurses, and school~therapist also schedule
conferences and examinations during independent study time

TR *‘,‘l""m‘}&;ﬁ”ﬁrﬂ” G ,,“n\*“' X W\”g‘ﬂ ¥

ks

ot { bl

\RMITG Y
[t“’;’} TR

T T T T

ML



R

y T e D O WP WY O Um em B ED Ol o

.
N
. ;
| )
. ',

INDEPENDENT -STUDY AND THE. ACTIVITY PROGRAM -

An unlooked-for bonus has :b_een‘ the way independent study
and the extra-curricular activity program have helped each
other flourish. Independent study has helped the a.ctiv:.ty

program in the following ways, for example:

Certain school clubs stress independent study as an important
aspect of' the club's program. The Future Scientists of America,
for example, have stimulated, organized, and set up-numerous
research projects carried out: during independent study time
focusing on nutrition and genetics in animal research.

Major school “‘orgenizations utilize independent study time to
accamplish important work. Much of the school publications
work is carried out by its staff during their independent

. study time, for example. Student Council c¢ommittees will
_attempt to schedule meetings during independent study time
~ 80 as not to interfere with instruction.

Many clubs use independent study time to hold committee
meetings and small group meetings. Ordinarily, it is not
feasible for an entire club to meet during independent
study since all the members would not have common time

~available, but executive groups and cormittees can get

together without undue difficulty.

Student cOuncil assumes a special responsibility in publicizing
independent study and selling students on its merit. A special

-council committee works with the coordinator of independent

study-

The. school- chapter of the Honor Society organized -8 special -
tutoring program through independent study, and honor society
members- assist in the proctoring of seminar rooms.

AN
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INDEMDEN’I‘ STUDY AND THE ROLE OF THE TEACHER .

“Independent -study demands that we tske o look at the role of
the teacher-~and the kind of teacher we hire. We see the teacher
playing & cruciel role in supervising, stimlating, and directing
independent study, Iet's take & look at-.esch of these functions,

~ The Teacher as Supervisor in Independent Study

- It any independent study is to be éffective, the student muat
develop gelf-discipline and seif-direction. He cannot do this if
-the teacher views himself as a policemen or 8py.. Instead, the
teacher-asks this basic question: Is the student's bekavior
appropriate for the situation, the learning activity, and the
setting? ~ =

What is appropriste student behavior?
It 1s not distracting or disturbing to others,

‘It 18 not endangering himself or others.

It is helping him satisfy & worthwhile need, (and the need to relax

and lei): off steem is worthwhile--given the appropriate setting and
means.

If the student's behavior is not satisfactory and sppropriate,
what can be_ done? ' :

* Sometimes the simplest and best answer is to change the

- - enviromment, not the behavior. ("Your talking in the library

i8 bothering others, Why not go down to the lounge where you can talk
without bothering anyone,") '

The basic rule, however, is &8 follows: use the minimum amount
of direction that will enable the student's behavior to become satis-
factory. Sometimes a look or a quiet word will suffice, Don't pull
out .all the stops for every offense; save your big guns for big
problems, :

The teacher's role in initiating and stimulating independent study.

. Know the student!s iiiterepts and appeal to thesge. But ‘8180 meke
- & digtinct attempt to broaden his interests,

Stress the importence of independent study. He'll unconsciously
be infiyenced by your own attituds towards 1t. . - -

. Suggest aveas for independent study that. relate to-and emanste . —
- - from curricular concerns, ~The best independent study is not
. .-extraneous to but- an intrinsic part of the..curriculum,

" Stress not' what is ¥nowm about your subject--but what Ls umknown;
ot what -has ‘been: ddacovered, but -what: has-not ‘been discovered. )

Pique- s intérest by aropping ffnts about projects he iight undertake.
Reslst the témptation t6 give answers-:raise questicns instead,
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6. Teach him how to. ra.ise the right kinds -of questions. While ve do
not denigrate serendipity, we know the: importence of asking the
right questiona.

7. Set a good example by telling him of your own independent study.

- 8. Suggeet diveroe methods of investigation. Diseuss with him
“ : several a.lterna.te approeches, . - -

9. Give the kind of meaningful assignments that will make him want
to vork 1ndependently

10, Make available all resources he will need for his independent study
11, Mske yourself availsble; you are the most important ‘resource of all.

12, Encourage him to share the results of his independent study with
his classmates--and make it possible for hi,m to do this.

Mr, James Sm:lth, coordine.tor of Mmanities-science oeminer,
has developed an excellent guide which outlines the complete task
of directing an independent study project from start to finish.

. We are happy to quote from it here: :

PROJECT GUIDE
I Selectioh
“Definition of project
Teacher presentation of a.lternativea
Expectation of students' wavering in choice

Conferences with individual students
} Require draft of pla.nned project

II. Preparation -

ation of materials
Prepa.r“étion of use -of facilities

III.-”‘*'orgization -
: - e procedures in chronological order 7 LR
Required progreos report : : , S B

e e -

w,f,ew; ‘ o

. IV, fncuba.tion ' :

A ” C ~Students neéed. time to work, ‘think, experiment < e o
T R - Teacher guida.nce, ponferences .- ' <

- : e Reqnire ‘final re-deﬁnition or draft of pro:]ect - : ' ‘:
l - '"“’“"";3;‘.,%-%5:‘ ST or prosreu report .t v ow s T . - E




REPORTING TO PARENTS

In addition to the flyers and memos mentioned previously
in the discussion on orientation, we have taken. certain other
additional steps to inform parents of the student's use of

. independent study: - : . Coe T

1. A reminder;ié sent home to the parent, stressing the importance:
' of remedial independent study, listing the remedial -opportunities

awailable,~and'1hdicat£ng'how—the=parent‘can check ‘on use.
(See Exhibit 9.) ,

During the third report period, the student carried with him
each day an independent study check-up card; when he reported
to an independent study center, the card was punched in an
appropriate block. At the end of the week the student then
had a. complete record of how he used all his independent :
study time, then addressed an envelope to his. parents, an
explanatory letter and his record card were enclosed and
-. mailed home.

3. We are exploring for the next school year the use of data
processing equipment for the reporting of independent study
center use and the modification of the present report card

to include teacher-reporting on independent study.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY--AND CONTIMUING EVALUATION

Introduction

Meny of the most desired results or outcomes of independent
study will never be measured or observed, at least by those admin-
irtering the program. Who can meeasure the new insight or interest
in a subject field that may have resulted from supplementary
readings in & resource center and whgt may be the motivation
for a creer choice sometime in the future? - At best, we can
only measure student involvement, use of the fa.cilities and
equipment, utilization of unscheduled time and finally make
a guess at the effect of these three on scholastic achievement,:

The following methods have been of some value to us in
evaluating independent study:

Qualitat ive evalue.tion

Informal visitations to the centers

Student -and parent feedback from individual interviews or

conferences

Meetings between rendomly selected students and the principal

Discussion -groups in adviser rooms guided by a student discussion

leader using formulated questions as-a discussion guide (See Exhibit 11)

Quantitative evelua.tion

independent Study Questionnaire (See Exhibit 12)
Weekly statistical report on attendance from center_ supervisors

How often are evaluations made?

We feel strongly that the methods listed as qualitative
evaluative devices must be used continually as long &s the program
is scheduled if we are to be alerted to deficiencies, successes,
or necessary “changeg in the program.

The questionna.ire which supplies us with the important
quantitative data is distributed end completed in edrly November
after the program has been initiated and stabilized. We tenta-
tively plan to administer the same questionnaire sometime in -
Mey so that we ‘have some measure of the change in student involve-

‘ment. tlu‘oughoub the ‘school year.
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l Outcome‘s bf the e&va.luetions" . - : ‘
Informal visitations, feedback from parents and students,

.. and meetings with.students have revealed a very positive o E

I reaction to independent study. Criticisms for the most part :

were in reference to the aveilabilities of the facilities . S

and were in a sense.-a plee. for more of what we already have.. ' !

‘ ' . The remainder of this eveluation will teke the form of a : ;

three part summary which 1nc1udes the following: ‘

i 1. A resume of the discussions held in the adviser rooms *

under the direction of a student leader L. \

l 2. ' A\ review pr the data. .obtained from the questionnaire g

8

- ¥

‘ 3. A summa.ry of the sta.tistics reported from cl:lnic and

'l -center supervisors ,;
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" immediately following the discussion period. ‘
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SUMMARY OF ADVISER ROOM DISCUSSIONS
Introduction

The advisers in each adviser room were notified of our
interest in holding discussions on the topic of "independent
study"” and that .these discussions were to be conducted under
the direction of student leaders. Nemes of capable students
who could serve as discussion leaders were submitted to the

coordinator. A meeting was scheduled with the principal,
coordinator, and student leaders fo

' r the purpose of outlining
the mechanics of the discussion and reviewing the questions
formulated as a guide. Another: student, selected by the

leader, acted as the recorder, summarizing the responses to
each question.- These reésumes were forwarded to the coordinator

-

Advisers confirmed what the summaries indicated, that
discussions were alive with plenty of exchange and participation.

The following part of this report will consist of the
qpestidna‘pqsed‘by the,leaderq, & consensus of the response,
and sample comments that were the most interesting, =
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~_Cons enm -

If students ‘we.re not allowed to talk in Commons A, would student
. ddscipline in general thrwghwt the school get better or worse?

Consensus:

An almost unanimous feeling that discipline in general throughout
the school would get vorse; students mist release “energy, steam
or emotions; and if this does not bappen in Commons A, it will
happen elsewhere. :

‘Sample Comments

&, Student discipline would not improve; students would talk
elsewhere

b. Students would talk in quiet commons or the library; lunch .
is too short - not enough time to talk , ’

c. Good to break the monotony of the day and to discuss things.
Students would talk in B and ¢ . *

Should students be allowed in Commons A as a& "talking commons”
only if they have pagsed all major subjects?

Consensus:

‘Not clear - students were pretty well divided on whether grades
should affect who 1s admittcd to "A",

Sample Comments

a.  All students should be admitted

b, One mod in "A" regardless of grades

¢, Only allowed in with a "C" average or better

d. Yes, because people who are failing should be using other
study facilities

Are thei‘e any other suggeét:lons Yyou have for improving Commons A?

Consensus:

- Little consensus on anything realistic.

Semple Comments

a.  -Lost and Found located in A

© ‘b, School store open

¢. .. Sell pretzels s cokes, ete, ‘

Ba.sed on ‘our préger;t 17 module day (85 modules per week), what

.40 you think is the ideal number of modules the average 9th

-grader should bave for independent: study -every week?

Between 20"~ 25 modules per week.
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7.

What do you think are the main advantages of independent study

from the student's point of view.
COnsenau_s:

The majority felt it was a good time to get help and to work
on homework, Many felt the availability of the library, the-

resource-centers and the language labs was 2 distinct advu.ptage.

Sample Comments: -

&. Less homework

b. Found that the library, language labs, clinics, etc., were

Just as importent as tests and homework
¢. Teacher's help; special books

How would you improve the various &epartmental stu@y centers?

Consensus:
- N ———

Additional English and language centers. should be opened.
Specific rooms should be assigned permanently for math and
science regource centers. A1l centers should be opened for
additional modules during the morning. A need for more
resource materials exists in most of the centers.

" .Sample Comments:

&. Should be more English and language clinics

b. More materials in the library

¢c. Have math clinics in the same rooms instead of changing
rooms every module - ) \

Do you think we have enough remedial clinics, and are you ‘
getting enough help in them? Are there any areas where more
remedial clinics are needed?

Consensug:
N .

Little response on thig question, which seems to be sort of a
tacit testimony to the exte:sive remedial program already in
existence. One suggestion appearing more than once was that
of creating langusge clinics 48.2 supplement to the. language

laboratory. program,
Sample Couments:

&. Should be a language clinic in addition to the labs
b. Need another English clinic; clinics in langusge.
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8. What suggestions do you have for improving the 1ibrary and
its operation? ' x

A

Consensus:

‘There were frequent resporses to the effect that additional
books are needed in the library. Comments varied as to the
types of books that are needed, with some indicating a need
in specific subject areas, others requesting science fiction
and mysteries, and many just asking for additional reference
books in general. .

1
The need for additional typewriters vag mentioned by a few | g .
students. ‘

N
-

There was also a general feeling that space in the library could _ &
be more wisely utilized, Empty shelves could be removed and
tables, chairs, and lounge furniture could be put in their place.

B

Sample Comments:

a. More fictien, more reference
b. Not enough books in subject areas where you need them, such
as science and World Civ, ‘

,, c. More sittirig space and tables ‘ .
r d. More typewriters necessary .

' e. More books and typewriters -
i f. More books - science fiction and mysteries ‘

g. Take out empty book shelves and make more room for kids

9. Are there other kinds of study centers which you would like to
see opened? .

Consensus:

Frequent requests were made, by both the bdys and girls, fo
specialized gym clinics - basketball, wrestling, etc. -

Specialized language centers were requested by a few students,
with one student requesting a German clinic.

=5

A mechanical drawing clinic and a music appreciation clinic
were the only other types of centers mentioned.

~~

Semple Comments:

a. Open a mechanical drawing room

b. More gym.clinics. = = ) -

c. Sports clinics sich as basketball, wrestling, ecc.
d. Advenced gym clinics _ -

e. German clinic. .. .-

f. Music appreéciation.
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wha.t is the best way thst we can reward and recognize students »
who have-done a good job on independent study - points, -grades,
awa.rds displays? .

» '.”).io-

Cc’msensus s

About two-thirds of the groups responding indicated quite
clearly that they felt that no recognition was ‘necessary-
for thoge students doing a good job. Good ‘grades will
result. from successful use of independent study, and this

is reward enough. -One interesting suggestion was the creation of -
‘an achievement roll in-additién to an honor roll,

a,

b.

c. o

a.

. "S ple Colnmenf3° :

Satisfaction of getting good gra.des by using the clinics

. 18 the best reward

No recognition
Achievement roll similar to honor roll .
You get your own rewe.rd by being able to improve: grades

D> you think that many 9th graders could handle a major independent
study project that would require original work, would last for
several weeks‘ and which might requ:.re some work outside of school?

Consensus :

A significant number of grorups responded positively to this

question, with the following qualifications, however: that
the projects don't last too long, and that they are offered
on a voluntary basis, About one third of the groups gave a
flat no as their response. One group questioned th: relevancy
of the question in 8o far as proJects had already been assigned.

ample Caments:

a.
b.
c.

Yes, if it doesn't last too long
Yes, depending upon interest
Yes,. if not pushed on as an assignment

Do you have any general suggestions for improving independent
study?

Consensus :

No consensus was . a.pps.rent on this question. '.l'here were numerous
sugggsfions, ‘but-‘none. appeared ‘more- than once. Scme of the more
constructive: suggestions are listed below. o R e

Sayle Canments :

s,.~

b,

_;;c. .
A« R

-e.

Morefreemodsinthegym T S
~Two téachers in mith and composition clinics - .
Freer ‘use ‘of. seminar- .rooms: 3 A
‘I’elevisiom in=clinies . = =
English and World Civilizstions*clinics opened all the time

..Put_a dictionary. inievery eldnfe o o e
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- A"questionnaire (se . ~E:”xh:lbi.t 12) wa.s given to 7h1 ninth gra.de ,
-, R students in a.dvi The -adviger stresséd-with the ‘

students: the tan ' éring‘_the -questions completely
and ‘honestly. Students ha.d the opportunity of asking questions
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about items ‘that were unclear to: them. Their résponses were
; I tallied and. -sutmarized; separate tallies were made of those
: 5 =0 who ha.d received failure notices and those ‘who had not. )
i . - S
w ) - " - 2. ‘ ’ . ) . P ' : )
| ‘ - . IR :
.:l—h: ) . ) o ,7" v ; - . . - .} ' A — m:;‘;:” o xre Co 3 ;; * . = /'; -t: o a -z . :. - 7“- LT §‘v~ | . - i ._"

- v “..s. ......,..M..a o




42-

- TABIE I

OOMPARISON OF UNSCHEDULED MODULES
WITH ‘PAILURE MICE

‘Number of Students not ) Students
‘unscheduled receiving. receiving ‘
modules per week failure -notices failure notices Total
- ] »(h87) (254) (7h1)
50% Enwsh 0% Enough: 46% Enough
11 - 15 10 30% Not enough| 1 100% Not 11 36% Not enough
20% Too much _ enough 18% Too much
' ' - 0% Too much '
68% Enoueh 51% Enough 624 Enough
16 - 20 95 28% Not enough| 55 5% Not 150 ‘349 Not enough
4% Too much | enough ‘ 44 Too much
4% Too much
80% Enough . 65% Enough 75% Enough
21 - 25 299 13% Not enough{153 284 Not k52 18% Not enough
7% Too much enough 7% Too much
7% Too much
70% Enough 64% Enocugh 68% Enough
26 - 30 83 129 Not enough| 45 2U% Not ‘128 164Not enough
~ 18% Too much enough 16% Too much
4% Too much

Sumnary of the data.

schedules for independent study and their reaction to it.

A summary of the time available in student

1. The median number of periods of independent study reported was 22.
Sixty percent of the group reported that they had between 21 and 25
periods of independent study each week. There was no significant
difference between one group and the other in the amount of inde-
pendent studv time,

2. Close to: 70% of -the students surveyed felt that they had "Just enough"
independent study time; 229 felt they had "not. enough" independent
study time; 8% felt. that they-had "too. much','«independent study: time,
The only major group of students who.felt that:they: ‘had ‘too: muach

- time were students: not receiving failure notices who had between
i26-30 per:lods of 1ndependent study time, 18'; of this group felt

_ ing not enough time were the students receiving failure notices

‘who reported from 16-20 periods of independent study time: U5%
of this group felt ‘that they did not have enough independent study

. time.

-Of the :modal" .group: (those reporting from -21:25: periods: of

time), 75% felt that they: had "Just enough" time; 184 felt that:
this was. “not enough" time~ .7% felt that this wa.s "too nuch" ‘time
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1. ' The students sirveyed seercd satiss o
T Y@ E ed 8se da: sati"ﬁed with the .
independent study they had; greatest-diasatisfaction was

of

expressed by successful students: with-mch Eime (2630

--periods), sy

A-general conclugicn might be ti .
3 i e oociusion m be that students learn to soce
k= Od.‘luat 0 Whatever amount -of ‘time they find thf&:fﬁg,

Recomentations

:Of whom £€1t. they did’ not have. encugh time.

)

1

: - We should explore ways. of helping the pasai
. . S-S cy R VA I 1n8 the 8 y t .
mich tizie utilite hig time bet passing student
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. TABIE II
"~ The Time Spent Each Week in Departmental Centers

o o The number of students from - UPercenta.ge of the
Area : the sample spending a given _student body, projected
EE number of modules in each from the sample, that
: - center : spends & given no, of
A (O N modulea in each center
L ajor, Subject Area. N
- tagor bt fpon__ .
. 1-2 3-4 5-6 | 1-2 3-b 5-6  [potal
English .. .37 |18 35 | 50% 22% % |7TT%
Social Stt_a;d.ies 4 é92“‘ | 86 20 Log 1 12% % |55
Mathemstics - .| 184 | 39 | m |2 | 5% 24 |3
Science -1 e2 15 5 19 | 4 1% |14%
Foreign Ianguage 157 - | 213 61 |24 | 3% o |604
Business - 48 8 2 o 9 | - ™
| Minor Subject Ares
Reading 60 | 33 17 - | &4 44 24 |4
Physical Education | 43 15 5 6 2% - 8%
Music 33 | 18 3 L4 2% - &
Art’ | 46 8 9 73 - - | &
Home Economics 23 30 3 % | - |
Industrisl Arts % 13 9 L4, 24 - &

e

Sumagur the Data.

1. Of the so-called ma.;]or sub;]ect a.reaa, the English, Fore ng
and Social Stgdies centers were attended by more than:50% of the
students surveyéd, - TT% of the students reported atteriding the -

~English ¢linic sometime during the week, with 27% of this group
réporting for move than 2 periods. Of the 60% visiting the -
Ja.nguage centers, ho% reported for more, than 2 perioda :

£
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2. Thirty-two percent of the students reported using the Math
clinic while 14% of the students indicated they had spent
oo .. . time in the science centers. e s

- .o T & pa

clinics, it' should be pointed out that only a small fraction
of the student body have scheduled business subjects.

L. Of the so-called minor subjects, lqh‘%vor‘ the students reported
attending the Reading Clinic while roughly 6-8%-of the students
attenc;ledﬂea‘.ch. of the other centers. ~ '

Conclusions: | ' . . .

Of the gtudents.:éurveyeg,, a .greater percentage, roughly 55-80%,

- 8pent their irdependent study time in the English, Foreign
Language  and Social Studies centers. Fewer students attended
: the Math and Science clinics, Only in the area of foreign.
‘ . language did the number of students reporting for 3-4 modules
‘ per week exceed the number reporting 1-2 modules.

. | 3. While only 7% of the group reported attending thé business

! - Recommendations:

1. Wé»~s‘ilould~ designate a specific room for each department to be
' used as a resource center. Major subjects: showing a low per-

centage of- attendance have scheduled their clinics in many
different rooms. ' ~

-
4

2.  When the schedule and staff permit, science and physical
'gducation centers should be opened for additional periods.

|
\ -

3. Greater emphasis should be placed on major work projects
’ in math and science.
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TABIE IiI

I ' u . Time spent in Its centers

1 8 other than the departmental centers

d i , {1 - 3 pers '“,’-g-é‘ pers | 7-9 pers | 10-12 pers | Percent
‘5‘, e =~ Number ' ‘.,.‘ »v - \\ - " —— . E - — r—

3 : . of students - 213 325 97 62

| - Percent | - 279 uLg 13% 8% - 92%
g R of sample Jk \ “

| g " Number | o9y 137 61 52

; Lo of students ‘

§ ! , GOMMONS A Percent | ; o

| ———r .

! Number 301 166 99 34

5 = of students: "

:é; COMMONS B ‘ . .

! ! Percent | 419 224, 13%, 5% 814
‘. of sample

| B __ Number 231 125 | 56 17

g g . v of students | .

COMMONS C I - ‘ - - :

. Percent 31% 17% 8% % 58%
§ Ei of sample

Summary of the da.ta:

N e

as often as 12 periods.
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- periods 1nx quiet study
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1. Ninety-two percent of the students surveyed reported that they had
spent time in the 1ibrary, during the week. the study was made.
ko of this .group spent from 4:6 periods in the library; 8% were there

Qver

2. -While 73% of the students reported spending time in Commons A, (the
talking study) N 1&0% of these students were there for only 1-3 perlods

3.  As many as 81% of the students surveyed reported _gpending time in
. T aqiiet study area; ‘Half of this group. spent 1-3. periods. per week
in the center while the other half‘ spent anywhere from U to 12




Al Conclusions .

LR e e s e e T a2 22 [ ——— [

J,".; f'The libra“ry:.is used by more students than Commons A is used

2, :'l‘he ma,jority of the> students using the library are there h-6
- periods per week; whereas the majority of students in Commons A
. prefer to be there for only 1-3 periods

.3. General conclusion might be that the ma:jority of the students
( . are taking advantage of the ;quiet study areas and are qnot mis-
Cm e ""using or over using the talking study.

Recommendations s

Y S AN R AT W
‘- e
-

Other approaches should be investigated to determine the validity
) of these specific data.
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TABLE IV

Use of Equipment and Resources

‘Books

Magazines
Newspopers
Typewriter
Tapes

Record Player

Programmed Texts
Records

Filmstrips ,
Filmstrip Viewer
Tape Recorder:
Microscope

.SIiderProJector
Movie Projector

Reading Accelerator

"Cartridge Projector

Nhﬁber of
studénts using
following materidls

and -equipment ;

~ o,

549 -
413
227
207
181
175
168
-152
106
98
82
81
61
51
L8
12

Percentage

sampled that use

- resources

T4
30%

&

Total number of
students in
the school pro-

Jected from the

sample

1,332
. 1,008

of students

listed

Summa;l_gf‘the.data:

1. seventy four percent of the students sampled read some kind of book

during the week of the study.

2.  Roughly 55% looked at or used a magazine, 304 read the newspapers,
found the typewriters useful in completing assignments.

and 18%

3.. From 20 to Zk%yQSed:recordgg tap=s and programmed texts.

L,  From ii toilh%<o3ed filmstrips, tape recorders and microscopes.

,,,,,,

slide«projectora, movie prodectors, and ‘experi-

- mented*with the reading accelerators.

PR
P

f@Sf- “A few~students found the 8 mm cartridge projectors useful ' e
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. Cconclusions:

1. A relatively high p:ercexita\ge‘used the printed resource materials,

‘L ‘obvicusly because they were more abundant .

2. Tapes 'an&\z:ueggrgé‘ have much appeal.azia utility. ’

by a.significant number of students.

" 3. All of the diﬁ;e‘tent kinds of equipment and resources wvere used

‘Reéomen‘da.tiohs: . '
1. Many of the centers contain only a limited amount of materials
¥ "and equipment. Consequently, each department must consider its

potential and request materials and-equipment commensurate with
its needs and potential. '

"
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Priority list of the kinds of
major projects having the most appeal

Types of projects suggested ‘ ‘thbe:eof students Percent of the

indicating an sample
interest
Perform lab experiments 321 439
Perform field work ' 155 . - 21%
Create work of art 150 20%
Build a model 147 v 19%
Write research papers 14 19%
Collect materials 113 15%
Construct electronic equipment 111 15%
Design house plan 100 15%
Conduct community research 90
Write original play 70 9%
. Keep progress chart ' 62 . 8%
Make chest of drawers : 42 %

Summary of the data:

1. Forty three percéﬁt of the students surveyed indicated that working
through laboratory experiments holds the most appeal as a project.

2. Betveen 19-21% of the students showed an interest in field work,
creative art work, model construction, and writing research papers.

Conclusions:

) S Laboratbry work ranks high on the list of projects having the most
appeal. ..

2. Beyond the priority shown for laboratory expéfiménts, little in the
way of a pattern emerges.

Recommendations:

 and motivation mst be given to those interested
in sciernce vork that is centered around the laboratory. ‘

1. Gréater~directioﬁ

)mr

Teachers should use itore imaginatioh in:assigning projects, seeking
greater variety in the types of projects offered and aveiding the
~stigma“associated with written reports. : ) h «

& h
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' IIL, Statistical Reports from department chairmen

\

[

‘ _ While the first two ‘parts of this report wers based on a
. week in November when the student discussions were held and the
‘questionnaires completed, this part of the report vill cover
the period from the start of school to the: last full week of .

school in December. ’

o

_Each week. statistica are turned in to the. coordinator,
showing the attendance by modules for each period that the
-centers are open. The last. part of this report is a sumary
of attendance statistics for the first eleven full weeks of
school.
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Attendance - Major Subject Area - Centers -

-
=

-52- . | -

TABIE VI * -

' : WQek'of '

4

. Subject Area -

.fSePtemhgr

'iibragy.’Englisy

Social-

tudies.

Math .

Science

For:eiign
Language

Businesaﬁs_ '

6,39 |

200

33

101"

301

1,451

60

bctdbe\r -

4,336

500

275

78

976

. 5

~

T

7,197

. 888

gl |

125 .

. Stk

1,362

81

418

7,551

1.233 .

500

oli1

633 -

1,236

190

.

25

7,460. .

| _1,b5k

799

- -

659

1,536

- 162 . ..

Nbvembef

6,811

1,33

953

. 2h2

713

"1,407

203

7,367

1,425

892.

282

. 579

1,536

201

15

7,526

ER'TH

739

271 -

" 548

2712

29

6,751

1,29

567

348

11,325

1,390

December

6

6,562

829

782

‘1,u'8h '

377

.
.
. :
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g L “ N AR T a8 EERIE T e YRR L at L

13

6,888

1,156

345

875

945

, o

"|Total to -date

'7,"7’875-

12,884

’9:.280 .

4 2,556

“ 6s799.-

|an,608 -

2,257

Averaggaper week

6,807

1,171

8kl .

232

618

205

No. of mcdules °
per week
clinics'ogened

85

1""'5'5

50

n

11,331

20

TSRy
x

1. .11 weeks

|Averagé Fo. per-.|
module through |

80

20"

15

[ w6

20

15

Average Ro. per |
module - Weék of |

81

24

17

{*Dec. 6 “

.17

December 13 -

+
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An average of 6,807 students fer week used the library during .-

- the first three months of school. For a facility opened. for

85 medules, . this means an average of 80 students. per module.. -

. English and foreign languagé clinids- have ‘averaged over 1,000 °

- students per week. In English this means approximately 20
students per module, while in the language clinics. the number .

" per-module is ccioser to 15,

Social sth:udies» clinics show an av"eragé per week of 8lk with
‘an average per module of. 15, . _ C .

While science reports a lower airera_ge (618) per-"veek_ than some
of: the other major .subject areas, the average per mecdule is

- 8till around 20,

The .math.e"ma'tic's and business’ departments répbrf. an é.vei-age
number- of students per week of slightly over 200, making an:

' average per module for Math of about 4.5-and for business

about 10.

Conélus:ldns -

]

The 5ma;]ority of the centers report impressive statistics on
totals and averages. . -

Wh.{le 4 much liigher -total is shoy:ﬁ .‘fqr certain areas » the average-'
rumber of studerits per module for four of the five required major
subjects is between 15 and 20. What this can mean, however, is

* that when the clinics are opened for additional periods they will
- accommodate that many fiore students and still carry &-high average.

The weekly average and module average in mathematics are. low |
-primarily because the independent study work in math is remedial

in nature and only a few students at a time can be helped.

- The average I'Jer. modhle' for the week of December »13 i's,li,i‘gher' ‘than

the average per module through the 11 weeks, indicating that atten-
dance has picked up and the lower average through 11 weeks is due
to a much lower number at the beginning of the term. »

S

_Statistics show-that where 'staff,.—.schedixie,';' and facilities permit,
:additional centers. should-:be_»op'ened. This is -especially true in

science.

]fhdépé_pdeﬁf “study i‘ﬂ:Math should be broadened poi inglﬁde ixajor 3
vork projects as well as other activities such as. the use of-
logic games. o ‘ . ' T B
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". Attenidance -

" TABIE- VII
Minor '8

PO

"

ubject Area Centers

September - 27

Arts-

“Subject Area -

~Mu'sicf
Voe.

16

|Reading"

200

. 3.3i

'Octfober". L

2%

35

. 11

23"

.25

8 |

72

37

30

87 |

T STy e

LA,

November ~ -1 | .28 . 30

TR
¢

2l

3

TN ES T TR Ie A ey
. < N b,

i dnsemin o,

Oty

SN Nah

{December 6 | 130 | 331 s | 35 | 30

ek A gar

Laavs ach v

i

oL
pYRY

,_13;i S u2 - ,‘ ‘g | 122 | 3Qf

EOMNIIR U N
T

‘Total to date | 3 . 340

St N

“ 2

-Average per week| 7 | 200 ) : : 31

PRt i
s

(Y

RN T

. No. 6f_‘ -niqdﬁ].’es ‘ S B
per week .} - B R -2 o , , 12
clinics open | - . . | - | ; _
Average No. per o N .
modules through 7. -7 : 17 | 2.6

{11l weeks | N S |

Average No. per . _ 2 .
modulé week of | - 1k 45 : | 2.6
December 13 )
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' - The data sho'w that approximately 300 students report to. the
. Reading clinic'each week: This means that since the clinic ,
‘ ' is open for 17 modules ‘the average number of ‘students report-

ing each module is about l7 )

:'.""".'

MR

L¥

-"’ﬁ% iR
o,

Y

- 2 Home economics, Art and Instrumental Music centers average
about..200 students per week, with averages per modnle of
17, 1l,and 9 respectivel,v. .

ur
pJ

FeECResy

3. - Weekly avernaes for the other 3 minor subjects, Industrial
Arts, Physical Education, and vocal music, are 87, 57, and
31 respectively ‘

COnclusions :

D Reading ‘home economics, art, instrumental music, and . industrial
. arts report attendance figures that are comendable for minor.
elective areas. :

2. ' The attendance in physical education centers is low, considering
) - , the wide appeal: phvsical education -should have as an. independent
: T ) study activity. :

s VR[S ek 3
~ ke .\
“ ~ ' m_ m
, .
v
B
-
r

T ET AN TR AT

ﬂ S | 3. “Attendance at the vocal music centers ‘i8 low because of the
- nature of the activity and also because of the limited time

available. R , . , - B

.Recommendations &

1., If the availability of facilities and the schedules of the
- gtaff permit, pnvsical education areas should be opened for

additional periods

C 2. 'Because of the success of the reading center, an effort should ~
“"be made to increase the amount of time- alloted for independent

study in this area.

.
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INDEPENDENT STUDY AND THE CHALIENGE AI'IEAD

This -report wus written only a year and s half after the

school was opened and the program initiated, All that has been.
described. thus far are programs and procedures in actual. operation;

we feel what we think is justifiable pr:lde the.t the fa.culty has
accomplished so much in 8o little time,

But we gtill see much that needs to be done, and we conclude

_this booklet with a vision of what can be done with a little more

imegination, a little more money, and even greater ‘effort.
Greater use of pera’.brofeesionals. Hopefiiliy, we cén eliminate

. completely the need to use teachers as supervisors of the commons
-study aress. Using paraprofessionals here would enable us to

place teachers in study centers where they can really work
effectively. .

Greater use of mdependent study for mastery of basic course
content, - The special virtues of independent study suggest that
we mist move in the direction of more independent study and less

* gtructured class time for mastery of basic course content, In

certain subjects like chemistry, industrial arts, home economics,
and art vhere learring is essentially "laboretory” centered, there
is an obviocus Justification for such & move, Plans-are underway, -
for example, to identify highly motivated students who will enroll
for chemistry next year and to schedule them for & special chemistry
course which will place the major stress on independent study for
the mastery of basic course content, thus freeing the student to

- move ghead almoat completely at his awn pace,

Increased allotments for materials end equipnent in stuiv centers.
Although we have made much progress here as a result of our own '
effort and the assistance and guidance of Mr, Arthur MacDonald,
township director of audio-visual inatruct:lon, we still see that
mich more can be done, If the centers are.to be live centers of
learning, they must be fully equipped with the best possible
learning aids that will help create a learning environment

- which the atudent will Tind irresistible,

Increased space for independent atudy. La.rge]y due to the wise
planning of Assistant Superintendent Carl J. Manone, the building
is uniquely constructed so as to facilitate 1ndependent study."
However, here again, success breeds problems. As students learn
to work independently, there will be less need for traditional
clessroons and more need for independent learning space.  Perhaps

~ within & few years we will be able to f£ind weys of modifying

existing space to accamplish this obJective without excessive cost,

Increased personnel for coord.ina.ting the program. If independent
study is to assume its. rightful place in North Campus education, it
will absorb the full attention 6f one of the faculty. At the present
time, Mr, Daniel Turner, coordinator of independent study, has accom~
plished a great deal with only & portion of his time available for
the task. Hopefully, it will be pogsible. within & year or two to
releagse him from all classroom instruction :ln arder to*xdevote full

~attention to this responaibil:lty.
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PLANNING- YOUR INDEPENDENT STUDY TIME FOR NEXT YEAR

To- the student end the parent8°

’

v o As ‘you look ahead and plan next year's. schobling, .one
question that must be- answered is, "How much. time should be
reserved for independent study?' This memo is intended to
help you answer that question. " : T

S wa many periods or modules in o wéek? Next year there wili-

be 17 modules a day or 85 a week, Five of thesé will be used
for lunch, Eighty'are left for class and independent study

2: wa many modules of independent study constitute an absolute
minimum for all students? We suggest that all students allow
ough independent study time for the following activities:

&

Study Activity B : Modules Required Each Week
Reading;‘research*inalibraxy ! , .5
: Reading and.study in World - . L
y Civilization Center _ : _ 2
T Study and usé of programed. - =
_ text in English Center - o 2
. ‘Study and homework in quiet
. study center . . Y9
| e Total - 14

In addition all foreign language_
. -gtudents should use languege
. . laboratory
Total for those taking foreign 1anguage 5 16

These 1U4-16 modules constitute -the basmc independent .study -
- for all students, - They- provide time for the student fo use the
1ibrary ‘cover some: basic course content -in language. English

" and -social- studies- and do ‘some homework or review for. an-up-
,“‘coming test ,

3. How: many additional periods of independent study should be provided o

for beyond this basic _program?, This answer depends on several
factors',. B

, &. - How mnch-remedial help uill prdbebly be;needed? Remedial
~ ‘ clinics are available. in-English composition, foreign leng
uage, mathematics, science., ‘Most students from: time to "




EXHIBIT 1 (eqnt,)

time throughout the year could use from 3- 6 modules of

- such remedial help..

;HOW interested is the student in enrichment opportunities°
Through independent study time the interested student will

" be able to enroll for special seminar and discussion.eourses,
see educational movies, carry out research proJects, hear
guest speakers.

Is the student taking courses which require. 1ndependent
project work? In courses like industrial arts, home
economics, srt, and chemistry, much emphasis is placed
on the completion of independent projects during study
time,

To what extent is the student able to plan and use time
‘wisely? Even though independent study is designed to
help students develop .these abilities, it is probably
unwise to give the very immature student too much time
. which he will be tempted to waste.

What is the average amount of time recommended for most students?
In general--within the guidelines suggested above--most 9th

- graders shouid average.about 21 modules of independent study
time and most 10th graders, - about 25 modules. The over-all
school average this year was dbout.23. .
What is the maximun amount of independent ‘study time? It is
unlikely that students. at this age can profitably use more
than thirty modules of independent study time.
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EXHIBIT 1 A

HE! WELCOME' TO NORTH CAMPUS!

What kind of school have you come from?

Did you have much time in your school -day there that was

unscheduled? You know FREE TIME! Ever heard of INDEPENDENT STUDY?"

., Enough questions - let's tell you sbout it. INDEPENDENT STUDY
is for everybody here at North Campus. That's right, everyone -
not just the "brains."

Fifst, take a look. at your schedule. if yours looks like

Jmost, then' out of 85 blocks probably 20-25 will be empty. Right! -

We only tell you where. to go 3/4 of the time you are in school.

Second,‘gou have to make the big decision about the other

- 1/4 of your time. -Your teachers, counselor, and even your parents

will suggest how you ought to use your time but the pressure is
on YOU! R ~ . o

Third, this school really offers you plenty. There are lots
of places to go and things to do with that 1/4 free time. No
matter what kind of ‘grades you made in your last school, you
can do better at North Campus if you take advantage of  INDEPENDENT
STUDY TIME AND OPPORTUNITIES. o . ~ T
. Fourth; take a look &t the next four pages for some ideas
and then really get involved in Norta Campus INDEPENDENT STUDY .

»
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. ‘ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL .
NORTH CAMPUS- - - |
Abington, Pennsylvanis

August 16, 1965

To the students and pa.renté of North Campus:

This notiée contains ;ome highly ﬁnportant- information b:bout the
coming school year, Read it carefully and then save it for future
reference, : . -

Since our independent study program wai so successful this past year,
we are expanding slightly its scope and coverage for the coming: school

year. Our independent study program provides time during the school

day for each student to undertake a variety of independent learning
activities when he is not assigned to a specific class. Although
there are very specific rules and regulations governing its operation,
and there is close supervision by the entire faculty, the independent
study program attempts to develop a sense of responsibility and self-
direction in the student, in addition to giving him many opportunities
for mpecial kinds of study activities.

The following 1ist indicates some of the learning activities
which the student can pursue during independent study time:

8. He can get remedial help from a teacher.or student tutor,

+ Shortly after school starts, we will set up regular remedial
clinies for those who can profit from this additional help.

b, He can uge the language laboratory for additional practice
in a foreign lanjage., -

' €. He can practice typing in one of the typing rooms.

d. He can work on projects of special interest in the art
rooms, the shops, the home economics rooms, or the science
‘laboratories, . L s

e. He can read or do research in the library. '

f. He can work with gpecial study aids in the social studies
clinic and the English clinic. i :

g. He can work cut in the gymnasium under teacher supervision,

- he  He can attend supplementary large group lectures in areas
of interest to him, . S
i. He can do his homework in our commons study areas.

We purposely list hoinework last in the kinds of activities
available, The chief purpoge of independent study is to use school
facilities and staff for special kinds of study help not available
at home; most homeviork should still be done at home,
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ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
- NORTH CAMPUS
. . o _Abington, Pennsylvania

- .

To the parents:

.The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the advaxitages
of and opportunities for independent study and to enlist your cooperation
in helping your son or daughter plan and use independent study time wisely.

As you probably know by now, each student has about cne-fourth of
his school time when he is not assigned to class ; during this independent
study time, he may use any of the facilities and resources shown on the

- attached sheet to work on his own or to get the help that he nceds, Wwe
feel that the independent. study program has many advantages: it helps
the student gain some independence in learning how to. Pplan and use his time;
it provides him with an opportunity to get assistance from teachers during
the school.day; it enables him to use many of the special facilities that

the school .provide; it gives him the time and the place to work.on his own
. on projects.of special ‘interest, N . .

We have found that in the early part of the year most students need
much help from teachers and parents iii lemrning how to use independent study.
You can be of help now in the following waa:s:

1. Review with your son or daughter the independmnt study
- apportunities listed on the attached sheets.
. 2. Make sure that the student understands that most homework
is probably still done best at home: independent study
should be used chiefly for those activities requiring
facilities not ordinarily found in the home. And regular
home study is an important part of building good study habits.
3. Work out together with the student a balanced program of
i independent study for the week to come s using the schedule
_ , blank provided. Someé suggested guidelines: all students
should spend at least four reriods in the library; foreign
languege students should spend from 2-k periods in the
lenguage laboratory; typing students should spend 1-3 periods
- in typing rooms. '
To ensure that all parents receive this bulletin, we would like you
to sign your name in the space indicated below, This will merely acknowledge
-+ the fact that you have received this information, -

If you have any Questions about independent study, please do not
hesitate to give us a call, '

Dr, Allan A. Glatihorn,
Principal

-----.---------------------.--------‘l‘\‘ﬂ----

‘S‘tudgnt's Name | : : __ Homeroom

. This acknowledges. receipt of independent study bulletin.

h Parentls .S:lgniture ‘
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" SOCIAL STUDIES

ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
- North Campus o ,
Abington, Pennsylvania

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDEPENDENT STUDY AT NORTH CAMPUS
A 1list of Activities, Areas and Materials

‘LIBRARY

IListen to tapes and records
Use reference books ‘
Read for pleasure

Type reports

Use listening carrels

Read magazines -

FOREIGN IANGUAGE
Two language laboratories
Advanced French Resource Center
Spanish enrichment groups
54 remedial clinic sessions

-

Social Studies Resource Center
Special enrichment projects
Tapes. Filmstrips, paperbacks .

ENGLISH
Composition clinic
English Resource Center
Use of programmed textbook
Filmstrips, recordings, tapes
Paperback book store
Magazines -

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics Project Center
50 mathematics clinics :
. Student tutoring and teacher
- assistance
Mathematical models and aids

BUSINESS .
Typing practice
Typing school work

HOME ECONQMICS
Foods leboratory
. Clothing laboratory
Advenced project work

“ IN]IISTRIAL ARTS.

Hood, pla.stics :
Power-mechanics and metal
’Mechanical draving -
Graph:lc Arts _‘3.-

o rovded
ool el v ez
i r‘-‘:tv‘.ﬁ.fﬁ‘fnﬂ,..‘ T I

SPEECH AND DRAMATIC ARTS

Dramatics practice
Public speaking practice
Use of Little Theater stage

INSTRUMENTAL-MUSIC
‘Individual practice rooms’
Practice of solo and ensemble work
Use of tape recorder for self-
criticism
Record player

SCIENCE
Greenhouse
Animal room
Darkroom for photography
Chemistry laboratories
Biology laboratories
Earth-Space laboratories
Slides, filmstrips, Smm film

VOCAL MUSIC
Individual practice rooms
Group rehearsal
Piano and record players

READING CENTER _
Reading accelerators
Programmed reading machines
Tape recorder for spelling and
reading
Individualized reading matenals :

ART
TI1llustrated lectures
Craft center with kiln

Ir.dividnal art projects in art rooms

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Apparatus gym:
Remedial gym
Dance studio
Main gymnas:lum

' ,GUIDANCE 'COUNSELOR- OFFICES

Individua.l conferences .
Collt*ge and career information- |
HEALTH SUITE. - -
) Individual conrerences
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, EXHIBIT 6
ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL '
NORTH CAMPUS
Abington, Pennsylvania
MEMO TO: All Faculty
FROM: - Allan A. Glatthorn
DATE: November 19, 1965
SUBJECT: Independent Study Projects

We think we are ready to begin the next phase of independent
study at North Campus, We would like to use this rather lengthy
memo to give you the full picture of where we are and where we
want to go, We figure that asking you to read a long memo is
better than asking you to sit through a long faculty meeting,

WHAT'S THE NEXT BIG PUSH? ' (You know there's always a "next
big push” at North Campus.,) Independent study projects developed
by responsible students and guided by teachers.

Iet's first define each of these terms:
Independent Scudy MaJor Work Project
a. For our purposes, it is not a 1library paper, although

- these have their place, and some background reading may
be necessary,

- b. It is a purely voluntary underteking; teachers may require
or this discussion we are eliminating

class projects,
the required project.
c. It requires some original work: the emphasis is on
creativity, originalily, primary sources. A
d. It requires work in depth., While it mey not necessarily

be of extremely long duration, it will not be superficial

in its approech.

e. It focuses on & well-defined problem, sufficiently limited

in scope to result in some meaningful work., ~
f. It may be in any area of endeavor and is not limited to
the academic. Some examples might be helpful: :

1. ‘Write a history of your local church, using original

documents and personal interviews.

garment which could be worn by girls while taking
physical education, :

Déveloped by Responsible Students
- We think we have sbout ten percent of the student body who &re

‘ready to undertake such independent, creative work in depth, They
_hecessarily are not the brightest students. They probably have the
following characteristics: ‘

& ‘Ei_‘thej';; they have a strong interest in a special subject,
or & latent interest that might be stimlated.

2. Vrite a visitor's guide to Abington Township, stress-
ing historical places in the township.

3. Design and build a bookcase-desk cambination.

L. 'Write a series of original folk songs which you think
will express the concerns of students your age.

2. . ~Design and meke a more attractive yet functional

A CERE A R i ealy U ay it e
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EXHIBIT 6 (cont.)
MEMO TO: All Faculty ‘ ' g

SUBJECT: Independent Study Projects November 19, 1965

b. They are self-starters. They -have initiative and can get
moving without too much pushing.

c. They are highly self-directed. They can see the next step
and take it.

d. They can .stick to s Job and get it finisheq,.

e They can be trusted to work without close supervision.

f.

They can handle the extra load of project without
being hurt academically or. emotionally.

3. Guided by Teachers

Even though we do a good job identifying students, with all
these meritorious qualities, they will still need close super-
vision. The teacher independent study adviser will have to
stimulate interest, assist in defining the problem, provide
or direct the student to resources in school or community,
check frequently on progress, help in any evaluation. Because
of the importance of the job and the ‘demands placed upon the
adviser, we do not think a teacher ‘should undertake to advise )
more than two students on an independent study major work project.

.

We are therefore looking for teachers who: -

ol

a.  Are convinced of the value of the major work program.

b. Heve the time available to take on one or two advisees. J
(unfortunately, our ranks in the commons are 8o thin that we
cannot reward these people by reduced commons assignments. )

¢c. Have-special- interests in fields that lend themselves to

independent study. (Does not necessarily have to be g
subject field.) ‘

. ’ 1
. d. . Work well with students on:a one-to-one basis. - ] ) : ]

WE SHOULD LIKE TO MAKE IT VERY CLEAR THAT TEACHER PARTICIPATION AS
ADVISERS IS PURELY VOLUNTARY; WE WOULD GIVE TEACHERS OUR SOLEMN
ASSURANCE THAT A TEACHER'S FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE WOULD NOT EE
HELD AGAINST HIM IN THE YEARLY EVALUATION PROCESS.

Now, after all this, HOW CAN YOU HELP?

1. Help us identify students who can handle independent. study major
work projects; they do not have to work in your subject specialty
or be in your class. They may, for example, be in a cludb ‘you sponsor.

2. Help us identify students who already have done something significant

) in -independent study which they can share with fellow students,
(There may be some overlap here; a student may fall in both cate-
‘gories--or in one but not the other .) .

Identify your own readiness to participate.
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Name of Adviser

Mrs. Mchmkin

Mrs. H. Ferree"

Mr. John Migschi

Miss R, Wolf
Mr. Richard Keiser
Mro C . Tremer

Mr. J. Procino

Mr. F., Mayer
Mrs. J. Silverman

Mrs., E. Frey
Mr. Re Schell

" Mrs. Lenner

Mr. Wm. Pacropis
qu W’. Miller
Mre J. Metzgar

Mre Ao Quay -

>

M V. Grun.

ABINGTON HYGH SCHOOL
. North Campus
s , Abington, Pennsylvania

FACULTY -RESOURCES for INDEPENDENT STUDY ‘MAJOR WORK PROJECTS -

Departmerit

English

Bislogy -

“Mathematics

Guidance
Méxhematice
Social Studies

Language
Science

English

. Mathematics-

Social Studies

Science

~ Mathematice ,
-Eh&@i@hi Education
Physiosl Baucaticn

. Guigggc¢~ |

Speech and: Drama
Industria) Arts

Music

Janu

Fields of Interest
Research related to literature
and. the other arts

Assist along any line

Mathemstics of Aerial

Photogrammetry
English type project

House design and construction

Archeology (claseic or local)

Anthropology (any phase of
culture, prehistoric man,
linguistics, etc.)

Spanish and Spanish-American
lite;ature and cilture

Electron;cs'

Drama-Study or production
of play

Mathematics

- Human ﬁeiétions Topics
World Affairs Research

Study of World Religions
Science

Assist along any line

‘Physicaleducatiah

Physical Education
Consult beforehand

Spesch and Drama =

Industrial Arts Shop

“Instrubental Musfo
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Namo of Ad'v:ls‘er

Mrs. D.. Golubof?

%

Mrs. sud].o" i
Mr. L. Jones
Mr. M. Hughes
Mr. M, wat‘rs
Mr. B. Gleim
Mr. A, Fam
Mr. L. Rinker
Mr. 6este

Miés E. Hamilton
Mr. Wm. Miller
Mrs. B. Friedman
Mrs.. L. M’iﬂ
Miss S. Goodman
_Ml" P, H“mber
Mre E. Wilk.
Miss E. Chew
dre Do Bﬂkﬁr

Department

B

Social Studies

English

English
English .
Special Educatipn'

English

Science

Science

Social Studies
Mathematice
ﬁoci@i Studies
Art

Science

Mathematics.

Lagguagg’

Social Studtes

<

e

Exhibit 6 -
(conttd.) ,

Fields of Interest

Any area in the Middle Ages
Or Social Problems

Preparing an oral report on
a topic related to English
studies ;

Term papers -
Photographic Essay

Slide-Tape Dramatizations, etc.

Creative Writing

[ ]

any field in which I am able
to assist

English history

French culture, literature
Biology - in fields qualified
Geology ~ work in the field,

. Plus rssearch and reading about

some limited area nearby
Choral Music and Directing

Religion in History
Mathematics

Spciai-Sﬁudies
History - political

Ceramics - Oils
~Chéﬁistry
Modula Arithmetic

Fields, Groups
Guphﬁ, etc.

| Géfman~- French
Russian - French
”iFF!9§§ é‘c?égfiva.yr;ttng,

-

':‘i:*-ﬂ;(“» f‘w’gx}‘ Rt N

T o




Name of Advieer
Mrs”. G. _Trusﬁi
Mrs.‘c. Keppel
Mr. D. Turte,r
Mr. H. Stewart;;
Mr. D. Stiles
Mrs. L. Rau

<

Miss P. Lynaugh

Dr. A. Glatthorm

Mr. J. Smith

Mr. H. Gilmore

5

Mrs. Butera
Miss D. Day .

Mr. R. Bell

J. McCaffery

Mr, H, Bomberger

Mr. S. Shorb

Department
Iilon;e Economies
Home Economics
Science:

Sciehce“ -

 English

Mathematics

Mathematics

English

English

Social Studies

Language
Language

'«Sci'e'nce :
‘»Earth Science

’ 18eience

“‘Chemistry

. " Exhibit 6
(cont'd,)

Fields of Tnterest
Any Home Economics ‘area

Any Home Economics area

All Sciences

English-

Mathematics Projects
Music (Creative writing in
music) Projects in knitting

Mathematics

Book of Job

Mark ‘Twain

Primitive Mythology

Negroes in American. Society
Writing Poetry and Short Story
American Dialectology

An'rhing in the humanities

American Literature and
History

Modern poetry,: 20th Century
Philosophies s Drama

Any phase of English, Poetry,
Novel s Mythology

‘Work with student interested

in social problem - Contempore
ary Drama

.Spahishi-<English
E Latin - Etymology Study

‘ Spanish-»Literature

g -Earth Science

Entomology Ferns

Earth Science - General

’-:;Science SRR C e e
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Teacher's name

N

INDEPENDENT STUDY MAJOR WORK PROJECT '

I. Teacher Availdbiliﬁxﬁ(Check One)

Y

II.

III.

I am not available at the present time to act
a8 an adviser, - : )

I am available to advise one or two students on
an -independent study major work project. I will
be able to 'advige in the following field(s):

A

-

Responsible Students. I think the foliowing students are
able to carry out a major work project in terms of the

e

qriteria established: ;o

Work in Progress. The following students have an independent
study prTE{_q ect under way or completed which-they could talk
about or display to fellow students: ) ’

EXHIBIT 6 (cont.)
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To the faculty:

We believe enocugh time has transpired to
ers or those who are in serious trouble.
dents are assigned, proved last year to be
help ‘for those who fall in this group.
interested and suococessfull in signing
some commons duty. The procedure to be used in setting up these clini
the same as last year, which is as follows:

ABINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
NORTH CAMPUS
Abington, Pennsylvania

-

1 - Those teachers interested would circulate among their
classes the attached sign-up sheets - Form 1. On the
sign-up sheet you wovid indicate for the students all

-

the periods in which you are not teaching a class, list-

ing both your free periods and your commons periods.

2 = On the basis of the number of student requests, you
would tentatively set up possibly from 1 - 5 clinic
. periods per weeke It is probably not feasible to

organize any clinic period for fewer than three stu-
dents, : o .

3 = You would then submit to Dr. Ferderbar's office, the
second form attached, "Study Clinic Proposals."

4 «~ On the basis of your requests and Dr. Ferderbar’s .
supervisory needs, he would then attempt to make the
necessary modifications .in your commons assignments,
vhereever possible trying to release you frem commons
duty for a number of periods approximately e¢quivalent
to the number of clinic periods you wish to undertake.

" 5 = As soon as you receive a clearance from him, you are
ready to gos Inform the students who have signed up
for the periods for which you have established and
for which you have received clearance.

6 - Keep all these sign-uﬁ sheets in your files. They
may be useful in later parent conferences,

7e= You should keep in mind--and you should stress with
the student that once he signs up for the independent
study clinic, he makes a commitment to attend regularly
until you release him from that commitment.

th1b1§ 8
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enable us to identify the non-achiev-
The remedial olinics, to which stu-
an effective device in providing
It 1s expected that teachers who are
up these olinies will be released from

a!
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Exhibit 8 E
Form 1. Independent Study Clinic Sign-up Sheet (cont'd,) w

) Tiachor's name I

_ Periods availablé for clinic: ‘ 3
Monday o Thursday -
Tuesday " Fridy | | 4
Vednesday ‘ }

To the student: If you are interested in receiving additional g «1
help from the teacher listed above during one or more of 1 1
your independent study periods, f£ill in the requested -
information: bslow, S8ince your teacher is vc':mteering his !
released time to help you, you must agree ts some regularly , “_ {
and promptly until such time as your teacher gives you per- i

mission to withdraw from the clinic. If you do not attend a . l

by

~alushy

scheduled clinic on a day when you are present in school, this r
will be treated as cutting. IList below all the days and :
periods when you now have independent study, which match your '
teachers unassigned periods listed above. After the teacher g
has completed this survey and necessary schedule adjustments

have been made for him, he will inform you when you are to
attend, . . :

o I - I |

Your Name x Periods when your Your Inddpondont Study Modules
Class meets (E.ge, Mon. 3'5'3';' :
Tues. 7,8, etc.

.....

ki d Aot A ER T I v
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NUMBER OF. ST"JDENTS
AVAILABLE

Study Clinic

‘

PERTOD

Proposal for Independent

Yo 2.

. {
3
3
W

I would 1like to
DA

I presently have the following commons assignments:

T

N s




. Business o " Vardes. -

L "7 ABINGION HIGH SCHOOL | chiblt O
’ NORTH 'CAMPUS. Bl ?
Abington, Pemnsylvania

February 11, 1966

‘To. the parentss

In previous meetings and commnications, we have stressed the many different
opportunities available through independent study for developing special interests,

. practicing skills, and working on advanced projects, - We think that this nid-year

period is now a good time for school and parents to work together in helping stus
dents use independént study to improve basic academic skills. We at the school
will be working during the next several weeks in expanding remedial clinics, pro-
viding additional steff for academic help, adding materials to study centers, and
directing students in making better use of time. You can help at your end by
taking the following steps: :

1. Have the student complete the following chart for all his mejor academic sub~
Jjects: ~ ' ‘

Subject Average Grade | Number of re- | Number addi- | Total to be
A for first two | quired inde- | tional to be | scheduled

report peripd% pendent study scheduled for{ each week -

periods for all| academic im-

Pprovement*
English » 2
World Civilization | Varies
Mathematics

Science

Foreign language ] 2

*¥Note: If students received a;D or F in a major subject for the second report
period, we recommend a minimum of three independent study periods each -
week in a. remedial clinic in addition to any required j.ndependent ‘study.

2. Check the reverse side of this page to see when special r’eméd:lal help is
availeble in each major subject. : ’ . .

3. On the basis of the figures shown in the chart, have ‘the student plan a study
~schedule for the week to -come which will ensutre that he gets the remedial help
he needs, takes the basic independent study required; and still has the oppor-
-tunity to teke advantege of ‘other independent study opportunities.

k. A1l students reporting to any of the clinics or centers for independent study
can request the teacher on quty to sign an "Independent. Study Attendance Form"
¥hich the students: can show to. parents who warnt to be sure ‘that the student

5. If you #ind that your som or deughter cairiot get. the remedial help néeded be-

cause -Of conflicts. in schedule, you or ‘the student’ should contact your guidance
counsclor.. Specidl arrangements will be made to provide the help needed or -
- edditional remedial clinics will be set-ip.. ~:- - . . '
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| Exhibit 9
Vo think that independent study has great potential for helping all students maks .

To % 3 parents _ Page 2

2L b
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elgnificant strides academically. We feel, liowever, that this goal can be reached
only if parents and school ‘work together in'this ‘continuing effort. Students need
oonstant, positive engouragement to utiligze time and opportunity, 1 ,
- 4cal years in terms of formulating habits of self-discipline .and indepandence,
Please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions _for improvement,
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TR SR
Qe Wy L hh e

.

INDEPENDENT STUDY REMEDIAL HELP AVAILABLE
‘Mﬁ

DAY

CLINIC MODULE

MODULE

Monday 16
Tuesday 14 & 15
w&angbd” 12’15’16
Friday 7,13,14
15,16

CLINIC
Spanish I

DAY

Composition

Tueso& Thurs. l - 7

English
'SQcial Studies
Ha_themat:l.ca

Mono ‘- m. 8 - 17

Mon, - Fri. 8 - 17

Mon, - Fri, 8 - 17 |

. Monday

- Earth & Space Sci. Mon. & Thurs.

16 & 17

' Spanish IT

Tuesday -
Wednesday
Thursday

' 12,14,15
 8,14,16

15 & 16
6a8i96¥6

Biology

Wednesday
Thursday

Monday
Thursday

Monday
Tueaday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

* Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

11 & 12 12,14, °

Friday
l&e

Biology BSCS 16 & 17

French I
13 - 17

Monday 16 & 17
French II Monday 13,15,
6&7 16,17
4,16,17 Tuesday 7, 16

6 Wednesday  8,9,10
12.13’16
6,11,12
13,14,15
16 :

Chemistry

6,16,17
182

5,6,13
14,15
9,10
14,15
910,11 -
1, |
12,16 ! German I - Thursds
9310,13 |- - ‘
14,15

Thursday

Business

‘ French III

14,16,17
] 15
Friday 13

Remedial instruction during independent :study is intended: to gupplement regu-
lar olassroom work for-students. who oan ‘profit from such. added:-work; attending
remedial clinios doss not exouse s student from: doing regular.assignments or keep-
ing himeelf well prepared for the classroom: ' Neither, of -course, “does it guarsites
© . that'ths student's grades will improve. . - T S '

-
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EXHIBIT 10 :

. HUMANTTIES-SCIENCE SEMINAR : L
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Suggestions for Projects .

1. Adminisgter a carefully devised questionnaire to a selected sample
of 200 students, being sure to balance such variables as race, sex,
creed, age; survey their attitudes about questions of religious
belief. Compare your findings with those of professional pollsters

and draw whatever conclusions you can about the religious beliefs
of teen-agers,
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2. Survey students at North Campus as to what school rule they would ¥
. 1ike most to have changed. Survey tventy other selected schools 1
‘a8 to how they handle e similar problem, Survey our faculty and
administration on their attitudes. Draw up a proposal which you
can present. to student council and administration on the basis of
your study. .

NSO L Y10

3. Make a study of war songs which were popular during all of the : B
mejor wars in which our country has been engaged--from the :
Revolution to the Korean war. What conclusions can you draw
about changing styles in war songs? Write the lyrics to a song .
which you think would be appropriate to the present conflict in ‘

Vietnem,,
4. Write and produce a radio script entitled "On the Nature of the
E Good Life." Select readings from the great apiritual leaders and

philosophers of the present and past. Write narrative bridges _ !
between these pagssages and record appropriate musical background. L?y
Record on tape for later presentation, . 5

- 5. . Meke an 8mm sound movie illustrating a consistent theme. Select : :
& subject which can be handled in a relatively short segment--~ ¥
film is expensive. This project would require extremely careful :
preparatory planning. .

6. Study the lyrics of the 50 most popular recordings of the past - — = :
~_Yyear. Whet .do-these lyrics reflect about our culture and our '
times? Write your own lyrics which you think have the same
ingredients of the popular songs. -

R 53 <
L7, LA sy

7.  Meke & -study of "war in art," Prepare & progrem which you can

an attempt to show how artists over the centuries have felt ebout B
m. i . ’ - ) . . N :

8. Meke an historical study of American eutomotive design for the i
past 30 years. What does our taste in cars reveal about us?
Predict what design changes will take place in the next ten
years and design the car for 1975. :

. : present to a large group which will include slides and prints in 3
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EXHIBIT 10 (cont.)

. Stu&y the religious beliefs of representative scicntists from the

mid-19th century to the present time. Examine what each has thought

sbout such basic issues as free will, the nature of creation, the
‘purpose of life, the nature of good and .evil, Consult personally
or through correspondence with scientist of the present, Draw

some tentative conclusions about the changing patterns of religious
beliefs of scientists.

Study the historical development of the justice of peace as a
local administrator of justice. Read what contemporary authorities
have said about the pros and cons of the JP system. Interview
selected JPs from the surrounding area. Correspond with Judges

in the higher courts. Draw some tentative conclusions sbout the
strengths and weaknesses of the JP system and make some recommenda-
tions for its improvement .

, ,
Make & careful analysis of the hymns conteined in’the hymnal of
your church or synagogue from two standpoints: the literary and
the theologicel. Draw some tentative conclusions about tendencies
and petterns you think are evident, Attempt to write your own
words to a familiar hymn tune,

Trace the dsvelopment of the sports hero, from the time of the
Greek olympics to the present day. Talk with local professional
athletes. Draw some tentative conclusions about the changing

nature of the sports hero and what this reflects about our own
times.

Read Albert Camus' notebooks and write a paper ﬁhich discusses how

his notebook entries ¢ arify his philosophy and relate to his
literary works. ’

Study parification rituals'ih gseveral pfimitive cultureé. What -
similarities and differences do you £find? What ritualistic
remnants do you find in our own culture? e

By using primary sources--interviews, minute books original
—documbnts;”laéal_materials--write & history of your community
church or synagogue. ' . : ,

Develop a questionnaire which you think will measure the religious
beliefs of those who attend your chureh or synagogue. Check with
your clergymsn as to its form, content, and the mechanics of
administering it. Ansalyze your findings and draw whatever

conclusions you can,

, Pfepare a tourist's guidg to Abington Township. Illustrate it
with maps and phgtogrgphs.

Make a 3Smm‘slfde}progrqm-of your coammnity or school. Write,a
" script which could be: used in presenting it. -
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19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

ey, -

25.

26.

27.

EXHIBIT 10 (cont.)

Prepare a visitor's guide to North Campus téking him through
a typical day in the life of a student, TIllustrate it with

' ‘maps and photographs.

+

an Historic Decision.” Talk personally with those immediately
involved in the suit, : a

Do & paper on "The Abington Bible Reading Suit--The Humen Side of

L o)

Take any short story which we have read, or one not read in class,
which interests you and turn it into & radio script. Tape record

. your script with the appropriate musical and sound effects,

Study magazine advertisements from three decades: 1920, 1940,
and 1960, What do they reveal about changing taste and mores?

Draw up a series of ads for a product you select which you think
would appeal to teen-agers. ‘

Create, select, and arrange a series of paintings and photographs

in en essay format to reveal the effects of the machine in American
culture, : -

'Develdp & project entitled, "Improving the Abington Community."

Talk with eivic planners, local civic leaders; read what other

communities have done. Draw up a blueprint for improving your
own community, ‘

If our school ever needed to add more -space, what kinds of
facilities and what new ideas should be incorporated into the
plenning. Draw up some sketches illustrating your ideas.

Take & recording of classical or contemporary music and create
your own: dance for it., Combine your dance with a reading of
selected poems either by yourself or with another.studenp.

Study the history'bf protest movements and minority opinions
in America. Attempt to draw some tentative conclusions about
the people involved and the times: in which various movements

" occurred, If possible, make comparisons or contrasts with

current events.
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EXHIBIT 11

GUIDE FOR DISCUSSION LEADERS ON INDEPENDENT STUDY

If students werc not allowed to talk in Commons A, would student
discipline in general throughout the school get better or worse?

m

Should students be allowed in Commons A az s "talking coxmnr:>ns"l

only if they have passed all major subjects on the previous
report? :

T A T T A Ny R PR P T T
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Are there any other suggestions you have for inproving Commens A?

Based on our present 17-module day (85 modules a week), what do
you think is the ideal number of modules the average 9th grader
should have for independent study every week? - '

‘'from the student's. point of view?

What do you think are the main advantages of independent study

How would you improve the various departmental study centers?

o

Do you think we have enough remedial clinics, and are you getting
enough help in them? Are there any -areas- where more remedial :
clinics are needed? ' » - '

What suggestions do you have for improving the library and its
operation? :

Are there any other kinds of study centers which you would like
to see opened up? '

What is the best way that we can reward and recognize students
who. have done a good job on independent study--points, grades,
awards, displays? . ‘

T e s U
BB I

s

Do you think that many 9th gradere could hdndleua;major independent
study project that would require original work, would last for
_several weeks, and which might require some work outside of school?

3 SR, ST

bt s
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Do.you have any general suggestions for improving independent
study? : ' ,

.




Exhibit 12

INDEPRNDENT STUDY QUESTIONNATRE
Grade Boy______ Girl____ Have you received one or more failure
: ‘ warning notices 8o far this year? Yes
. . e

%: Oount up how many "Free" mods yoﬁ have each week then encircle the range in
vhich that number falls.
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Between Between Between Between
$ 1l-15 6-2 21 - 25 26 - 30
;f'; 2, Do you think you have just encugh independent study time, not enough, or too ﬂ
o much? :
Just enough _ not enough too mugh

S R N

3. How much "Free" time do you spend in each area} Encircle the number of mods -
that show best how you spent your time last week.

English Center 1-2 3-4 5.6 Reading Center 1-2' 3-4 5.6
Social Studies 1-2 3-h 5-6 Phy.Bd, Cenmters " 1-2 3-4 5.6 £
Math Clinic 1-2 3<% 5-6 Music Centers 1-2 3-4 5.6 3
Science Clinics 1-2 3-4 5.6 Art Centers . 1-2 3-k 5.6 2
For.lang.Centers 1-2 3-4 5-6 Home Be.Clinics 1-2 3-4 5.6
Business Centers 1-2 3-4 5-6 Ind.Arts Centers 1-2 3-4 5.6

S

Library 1-3 46 7-9 10-12 .
Comuons A - - 1-3 46 T-9 10-12 . 3
Commons B 1-3 4.6 7-9 10-12
Commons C  1-3 4-6 T7-9 10-12

%k
: i, As centers are being furnished with more materials and equipment, we need to M
know which are being used., Put a check beside each item you used last week. E,
Tape recorder Cartridge Proj. Typewriter :
Record Player Film strip view, Reading accel.
o Movie Proj. - 8lide Projector Microscope
) ,. Books Newspapers Programed texts $
! Records Fllmstrips ‘ Tapes -
i Magazines , 3

5+ If you had the time, help, and were interested in a project, which kinds

g would appeal to you most? A

: Write research papers . Conduct community research survey ,' : L
Perform: lab experiments e, COllect materials or specimens -
i Build & model " Write an original play R
Create an original work of art ~ = Design & houge plan : :

Perforn field work . Keep & progress chart L

i Construct electronic equipment ~ _ Make a chest of drawers — 3
Other R L \. . 3




